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Old and New Friends Meet

at Federation
Open House

On June 21, over 130 people atended the Federation
House.” To celebrate our new office space, the Federation
doors and offices opened to greet new and old friends.

Specia guestsincluded staff members from the Massachusetts
Departments of Education, Mental Health, and Public Hedlth,
Brandeis University, Children’s Hospitd, and Greater Boston
Arc, aswel as sudents, sdf-advocates, and parents. Balloons,
flowers, and paintings by Jessica Vohs adorned the newly
renovated offices and hallways of Suite 420 at 1135 Tremont
Street. All agreed thet the Federation’ s new home was worth

waiting for. Why not come and see for yoursdlf?

s“Open

Federation Project Updates

MIYD - Massachusetts I nitiative for
Youth with Disabilities (M1YD):

Sandy Blanes, Coordinator of the Federation’s
satellite office at the Greater New Bedford ARC,
has met with local groups to generate interest in
socid and recreationa activities for youth between
the ages of 14 and 22. The groups have formed the
Greater New Bedford Y outh Socid and
Recregtiona Activities Codition.

MIY D amsto support the long-term inclusion of
youth with disabilities into community recreationa
activities. The project will work first with youth to
identify their interestsin a particular activity. Then,
the young people will receive the information and
support they need to participate. The intention isto
provide support until the young people are confident
and able to continue on their own.

Thelocd YMCA isvery supportive of this
initiative. Once a survey has been conducted to
identify overdl interests in the areas of socia and
recregtiond activities, the Coalition will gpproach
other groups to invite their collaboration.

Portuguese Outreach Program:
POP is going strong, giving
presentetions (in Portuguese and
English) on specid education a
community-based organizations,
churches, and clubs across the ate.

In addition, Portuguese trand ations of
The Parent Manual and articlesfor
NewsLinecontinue. POP has
conducted severd Basic Rights
Workshops in Portuguese and looks
forward to preparing more parents
who are bilingua or who have limited
proficiency in English to advocate for
their children. In addition, severd
Portuguese-speaking parents and
professionals have completed the Parent
Consultant Training Course. These
parents are much needed additionsto the
Federation’ s growing list of bilingua
advocates trained by the Federation!

For more information, call Sandy Blanes
a 617-236-7210 or 800-331-0688.

PAL I\/IE.TRO BOST_ON
Family Fair

To celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week
(May 2-8), the Federation’s Parent
Professional Advocacy League (PAL) Metro
Boston Project held a Family Fair on
Saturday, May 1, at the Federation’s new
offices in Roxbury.

Children’s Mental Health Week is intended
to raise awareness of children’s mental
health and to reduce the stigma associated
with mental illness. The goa for the Fair
was to accomplish these purposesin a

fun, relaxed environment that encouraged
family and community participation. Often,
families of children with specia needs are
uncomfortable bringing their children into
social situations, fearing that they will be
perceived as difficult or disruptive. Families
from avariety of ethnic and linguistic
backgrounds and children with varying

continued on page 12 2



Policy Update

Magor changesto Chapter 766, the Massachusdtts
specid education law, are moving forward in two
separate but interrdated forums. Firs, as
described in previousissues of Neasline severd
bills have been filed in the State House cdlling
for dgnificant changesto the law itsalf. The Joint
Education Committee is scheduled to hold a
hearing on these billsin the fdl, after completion
of the Legidature sstudy of “maximum fessible
bendfit,” the sate gandard for the provision of
specid education sarvices.

Meanwhile, the Massachusetts Department of
Education (DOE) issued proposed changesto
the Chapter 766 Regulations for public comment
during April and May. Public hearings dlicited
testimony from parents, educators, and
advocates, aswell asthe Federation.

The date legidature was concerned that DOE
was atempting to circumvent the legidaive
process by implementing amagjor overhaul of
the Chapter 766 Regulaions before the study of
the maximum feasible benefit gandard was
completed. To prevent this, the Legidaure
passed an amendment banning any changeto
the Regulations until the study is completed.

To complicate the Stuation even further, the
Massachusetts Board of Education consdered a
revised set of proposed regulations at its June
mesting. The revisonsto the proposed
Regulations took into account issues raised at
public hearings. At the meeting, the Board voted
to delay voting on the mgority of the proposed
regulations until March of 2000.

However, the Board did vote to change
certain key provisions of the current Chapter 766

Regulations which areiin effect for the
upcoming school year. These changesinclude:
« Digdipline The current Chapter 766
regulaions for discipline (Section 338)
arereplaced by federd IDEA-97
regulationsfor discipline,

* Individualized Education Program
(IEP): The current Chapter 766 regula-
tionsfor |EP devel opment and required

elements of the IEP (Sections 322 and
114) are replaced by federd IDEA-97
regulations (Sections 300.340 - 300.350).
e Three-Year Program Plans The
requirement that school districts submit

three-year program plans for specid edu-
cation (Section 501) has been diminated.

At its July meeting, the Board will vote on the
remova of Section 205 of Chapter 766 which
pertainsto the rights of children atending
private schools a public expense.

Reeders are encouraged to keep in mind
thet the changes (with the above noted
exceptions) are proposed changes: the
current Chapter 766 Regulations will

NewsLine

Peeaad Major Efforts to Change
Special Education Law

remain in effect during the upcoming
schodl yesr.

Among the revised proposed regulatory changes
to Chapter 766 that the Board plansto vote on
next March are the following:

» Extended timdines for IEP development
which could result in undue ddlays, eg., a
child could wait more than half aschool
year before recaiving sarvices.,

» Reductionsin trangportation rights
and protections, such asreductionsin
required in-service training on carrying
children, equipment ingpections, and
provisonsto dlow sudents who use
whed chairsto remain in their whed chair
whilein transit. The revised proposed
regulations require these protections
“asgppropriate’ andinamuch less
prescriptive manner than do the
current Reguldions.

« Elimination of the Parent Advisory
Councils (PAC) requirement.

» Subgantial weakening of parents
rightsto independent evaluations by
limiting independent evauations a school
expense to families digible for free and
reduced cogt lunch. For other families, the
school may refuse to pay for independent
evauations, thus forcing parents to enter
into the appedl's process.

« Elimination of any referenceto the
“maximum possible devdlopment”
standard and replacing it with the lower
federd standard (free and gppropriate
public education).

continued on page 11 2

New IEP Form and Process to be Piloted Fall 1999

Thisfal, the Massachusetts Department

of Education (DOE) will pilot a new process
and form for developing Individudized
Education Programs (IEPS) in 14 school
digtricts. The new process and IEP form are
designed to dlign goas and objectives (now
cdled “benchmarks’) with the Massachusetts
Curriculum Frameworks to ensure thet al
children have access to the general education
curriculum.

Participation in the pilot program is voluntary
and will target specific grades or schools within
asystem. Participating schools represent a
broad range of student demographics and
needs. Schools piloting the new IEP are: Ayer,
Barnstable, Boston, Chicopee, Concord,
Gaeway Regiona Schools, Hamilton-
Wenham, Keefe Technica Vocationd High
School, Southbridge, Worcester, Berkshire
Meadows, Evergreen School, North Hampton
Center for Children, and Willow Hills Schoal.

Parents of children selected to participatein
the pilot program will be provided further
information by their local Directors of Specia
Education Services. The DOE will seek
feedback on the new form and process

from parents and professionas within these
communities. The projected date for satewide
use is September 2000.

For more information, please contact Margaret
Smith a the Federation at 617-236-7210.
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From the Executive Director

How Long Is 25 Years?

| have been reflecting on this question
because this fall the Federation will begin a
year-long celebration of our first 25 years
and of the progress that has been made for—
and by—students with disabilities. Twenty-
five years seems like along time in so many
ways. Yet, the first students to benefit from
Chapter 766, Massachusetts specia educa
tion law, have just recently come of age.
Only now are we as a society beginning to
see the tremendous difference special
education services have made for individual
children as well as for transforming societal
expectations and attitudes about people with
disabilities.

Chapter 766, was passed during the 1972-73
legidlative session with implementation to
begin in 1974. The Federation for Children
with Specia Needs was formed in November
1974 out of abroad coalition of disability
advocacy groups. As a parent-run organiza
tion, the Federation’s purpose was to give
vaice to parent-specific concerns and to
assist parents with the implementation of this
unique and comprehensive law. In May
1975, the Federation moved officialy from
the “kitchen table” (the birthplace of many
parent revolutions) to its first office on
Boylston Street, thus establishing the first

Parent Training and Information Center in
the country.

A veteran Federation staff member, Phyllis
Sneirson, recalls that when the Federation first
began, the staff believed that once parents and

In May 1975, the
Federation moved
officially from the
“kitchen table” to

its first office on

Boylston Street, thus

establishing the first

Parent Training and

Information Center
in the country.

others were notified about the existence of the
new law, thejob would be done. No one could
have predicted the number of parents, teachers,
and other professionals the Federation staff
would assg, only to find so many today who

still need this help. Today, Federation staff
answer over 7,000 callsayear, and the
demand for workshops is constant.

An enterprise that began with a pecific focus
on specia education has now grown to
encompass hedlth care, early childhood and
early intervention, education reform, and
preparation for life after school and community
living. The origind staff of two or three has
grown to nearly 50 people. Martha Ziegler,

a Federation founder, served asiits first
executive director for 22 years. | am very
pleased and humbled to serve as only the
second Executive Director in the Federation’s
proud history.

Twenty-five years is along time and there
have been many accomplishments. Despite
the struggles that inevitably lie ahead, we are
excited about the opportunities future genera-
tionswill have to build upon what has been
gained over these past twenty-five years.

To honor the Federation’ s history of
accomplishment and to launch ourselvesinto
the next 25 yesars, the Federation’s Board of
Directors has designated May of 2000 as the
timefor agaaceebration. We hope al of you
will be able to join us. Watch our website and
future issues of NewsLine for details.

Supreme Court Upholds ADA “Integration Mandate”

People with disabilities and their advocates
scored abig victory in the battle for community
living options when the Supreme Court
announced itsruling in Olmgtead v. L.C. and
EW. on dune 22. Although the decisonis
narrow and middle-of-the-road in some ways, it
does ffirm akey civil rights provisonin the
Americanswith Disabilities Act (ADA), known
asthe “integration mandate,” which maintains
that people with disabilities must be offered
sarvicesin the “mogt integrated setting.”

President Clinton said: “I am pleasad thet the
Supreme Court decison in the Olmsteed case
upholds the purposes of the ADA by recognizing
thet unjustified isolation of inditutionalized
persons with disabilitiesis prohibited discrimina
tion. ...l amasking Secretary Shddaand
Attorney Generd Reno to work with al interest-
ed partiesto carry out today’ s decision in afair

and effective manner. . . .Our ultimate god isa
nation that integrates people with disabilitiesinto
the socid maingtream, promotes equality of
opportunity, and maximizesindividua choice”

On the same day, the Supreme Court announced
negative decisons in three employment cases
that charged discrimination under ADA. These
decisions raised more questions than they
answered. John Hockenberry, anationd broad-
cadting anchor who uses awheelchair, echoed
many disability advocates when he called for
Congress to define more clearly some of the
fundamentd terminology in the law. He said,
“To ded with the problem of full accessfor the
dissbled, we mug define what changes are to
be made, for which disahilities, and then get
onwithit.” Hockenberry’s comments gppeared
inan op ed aticlein the New York Times on
June 29th.
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Ask Eileen

Empowerment Through Information

by Eileen Souza,
Federation Information Specialist

This column highlights questions that Eileen
and the other Federation Information
Foecialigs are most frequently asked.

Dear Eileen,
My son has been receiving speech and
language services under an IEP
(Individualized Education Program) for
the past few years. Now the school
wants to take him off of an IEP and give
him services through a ““504 Plan.” Can
the school do that? | am worried that
my child may not get the help he needs.
Confused Parent

Dear Confused Parent,

The bottom lineis thet under our Sate law,
schools should not be taking children off of 1EPs
if they are only receiving speech and language
therapy or other related services. There has been
alot of confusion about thisissue recently so
you arein good company. Perhaps some
background information can help pinpoint the
confusion. Before that, though, there are some
basic things you should know so that your child
continuesto get the help he needs.

First, know your rights.

Current Chapter 766 law and regulations
remain in effect. Y our school digtrict cannot
arbitrarily refuse to write an IEP for your child.
Before making adecision that a student no
longer requires specid education services, the
school must evauete the udent and convene
the Team, of which you are an important
member, to discuss evaluation results.

If the school finds that your son no longer
needs specia education services, you can reject
thisfinding. Y our sonisentitled to receive
gpecid education services congstent with the
last agreed upon 1EP until the diputeis
resolved. In addition, you can request an
independent evauation. Frequently, independent
evauation findings vaidate a sudent’ s need for
continued specia education services.

Why the confusion?

Attention to Sec. 504 plansintensfied following
aMassachusatts Department of Educetion
(DOE) memo dated November 2. The memo, in
question and answer format, directs school

administrators to review digihility for specid
education with an eye toward limiting digibility.

Question 5 of DOE's memo asks, “ If a sudent
needs some type of related service, such as
occupational therapy, or speech and language
therapy, isthe student eligible for special
education?’ DOE's answer suggeststhet a
student who requires only speech and language
therapy is not digible for specid education.

Current Chapter 766
law and regulations
remain in effect.
Your school district
cannot arbitrarily refuse
to write an IEP for
your child.

Alarmed by many cdlsfrom parentswho, Smilar
to you, suddenly found themsavesfacing
possibleloss of IEPs or termination of spedid
education services, three mgor disability
advocacy organizations, Disability Law Center,
Massachusdtts Advocacy Center, and Center for
Law and Education, responded to DOE's memo.
Init, the advocates expressed concern over a
“mideading and ineccurate statement of the law”
and requested that DOE issue adarification.
Citing federd law and Chapter 766, the advocates
emphasized thet “ .. .dudents may have speech

and language thergpy services only under Sate
law and be recaiving ‘ spedid education....””
(DLC memo, April 12, p. 5). In Massechusdtts
gpeech and language thergpy isincdluded in the
definition of spedid education and, therefore,
requiresan |IEP. Thesame hddstruefor OT, PT,
or only consultation services, for example.

Incidentally, the advocates memo goeson to
point out that students who have IEPs with
only a*“related service’ (such as speech/
language) without consultation by the therapist
to the classroom or without ingtructional
drategies for implementing the related services
may not have properly developed IEPswhich
fully meet the needs of the student.

The educationd rights of your son and every
student who has adisahility are protected by
many laws in addition to Chapter 766 and its
regulations. Among them are IDEA (federd
specid education law), Section 504 of the
Rehebilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans
with DisdhilitiesAct (ADA).

Section 504 isitsdf astrong civil rights act

with many protections and benefits for sudents
which pardld in many respects the requirements
of IDEA. Like IDEA, it guarantee a free appro-
priate public education for all studentswith
disahilities. This meansthat gudents are entitled
to the sarvices they need to meet their needs,
whether they need extensive services, such
asresdentid placements, or less extensive
services, such as gpeech therapy.

individual nesds for paopls of all faiths.

Residential Support Services Available

Community Housing for Adult
Independenca [CHAI), a program of
Jewish Family & Children's Service, now
has opanings in residential servicas
offaring 24-hour support
Located in attractive, small, community-based settings,
clos? to shops, mersation and places of worship,

CHA! is 8 OMR<cartifisd program with & wmo year
'Cortification with Digtinction." W specialize in meeting

JEgte

For mora information, contact Jim Elkind, LICSW at 617-558-1278.
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Students with Disabilities and MCAS:
Alternate Assessments

“Y ou measure what you treesure’ and “What
gets tested, getstaught” are sayings with specid
meaning for sudents with disshilities.
Traditiondly, students with disabilities have
been exempted from large-scde testing that
most other students take, One reason often given
isthat it would be hard on the student to take the
test and perhaps not do well. Exemption from
the tests, unfortunately, often meant exemption
from high expectations and access to the acade-
mic life of the schoal, thereby ensuring that the
student will not be able to do well. Participation
intestsisacritica way to hold schools account-
ablefor teaching students.

Infact, federd and ate laws now require that
al sudentswith disabilities participate in Sate
and didrict-wide assessment programs. The
Massachusetts statewide testing program,
MCAS (Massachuseits Comprehensive
Assessment System), has received widespread
attention. Advocates for sudents with disabili-
ties are working to ensure thet sudents with dis-
abilities are counted, and thet schools are held
accountable for their learning. MCAS scores are
being used to eva uate the performance of
schooals, school systems, and adminigretors. If
Sudents with disabilities are excluded from test-
ing, their progress may not be considered impor-
tant when evauaing schools and alocating
resources.

Itisdso crucial thet dl sudentswith disabilities
participate gopropriately in Sate assessments
because MCASisa“high-dakes’ test. Inthe
future, students (beginning with current Sth

graders) will haveto passthe MCAStest in
order to receive a high school diploma. Students
with disgbilities must receive equa opportunities
to demondrate their knowledge and receive a
high school diploma

Critical Issues

The |EP team must determine how a student
will participatein MCAS. The vast mgjority
of sudents with disabilities will be ableto
participate under routine conditions or with
accommodeations specified by the IEP Team.

However, asmdl percentage of students with
disshilitieswill require alternate assessmentsin
order to participate. |EP teams must consider
dternate assessments for sudentswho are
unable to demongtrate their knowledge and skills
on the on-demand MCA S tests even with
accommodetions. This inability to take the test
even with accommodations could be due either
to the nature of the disability or because the
design of the on-demand test makes it imposs-
ble to provide necessary accommodations. The
|EP team hasfinal authority over how a student
will participatein MCAS.

Alternate assessments cannot be limited to
sudents with significant cognitive disgbilities,
nor can it be assumed that sudentswith
cognitive disabilities will require dternate
assessments. Limiting aternate assessments
to students with a particular disability would
have the negative effect of creating a category
of sudents for whom expectations might be
lowered.

Itisaso critica that dternate assessments

not be linked to anon-diploma“track” of
Sudents. Students who demonstrate the
graduation competencies st by the
Massachusetts Board of the Education through
their performance on dternate assessments
must have the same opportunity to graduate as
sudents who demongrate them through their
performance on the on-demand MCAS.

The Department of Education is developing
statewide dternate assessments for the few
sudents who are unable to demongrate ther
knowledge and achievement on the on-demand
MCAS tests, even with accommodations. In the
spring of 2001, schools and school districts will
begin using the new MCAS dternate assess-
ments. Alternate test resultswill beincluded in
school and school district scores. Until then,
|EP Teams must develop their own dternate
assessments based on the state' s curriculum
frameworks. DOE plansto fidd test the MCAS
Alternate Assessments during the 1999-2000
school year and to conduct workshops for
parents and educators.

For more information, cal Danid Wiener,
MCAS-Alt Prgject Director, Department of
Education at 718-388-3300, ext. 264, or go to
the DOE website a www.doe mass.edu/mcas.
The document MCAS Requirements for the
Participation of Sudents with Disabilities (A
Guidefor Educatorsand Parents) isavailable
on the website or can be obtained by cdling
DOE.

Work Group Convened for

Alternate Assessments

The Federation is actively participating in the
Massachusetts Department of Education’s
(DOE) 32-member Work Group to develop
guidelines around the participation of stu
dents with severe or complex disahilities in
the statewide assessment system.

At itsfirst meeting in June, members of the
Work Group reviewed the Massachusetts

Learning Standards and identified ways that
students with severe disabilities who take
aternate assessments could demonstrate their
mastery of the standards.

The alternate assessments are being devel oped
for students who are unable to demonstrate
what they know and are able to do even

with accommodations or for whom accommo-

dations are not available. Very few students
with disabilities (less than 2%) are expected to
need an alternate assessment.

Federation staff are pleased that the Work
Group has chosen not to reduce or limit the
standards for students who take the alternate
assessment. Instead, the Group is compiling
examples of how students with a range of
disabilities could demonstrate competence
for each standard. |EP Teams will determine
how individual students will have accessto
the standards and the general education
curriculum.
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Summer Reading Tips for Parents

Summer shouldn't mean taking abregk from
learning, especidly reading. Studies show that
mogt students experience aloss of reeding skills
over the summer months, but children who
continue to reed actudly gain kills. Efforts
should be made during the summer to help
children sustain reading skills, practice reading,
and reed for enjoyment.

Reading builds visudization, thinking, and lant
guage abilities. Taking thetime to read with your
child can help you evauate your child' sreeding
skills. If you discover that your child is having
trouble with reeding, he or she may have alearn-
ing disability. 80% of children with alearning
disbility have difficulty with besic reeding and
language. But early identification of such a
disahility givesachild the chance to develop
waysto learn how to read effectively and skillsto
lead a successful and productive life. A recent
Nationd Indtitutes of Hedth study showed that
67% of young sudents at risk for reading
difficulties became average or bove-average
readers after receiving hep in the early grades.

Parents should remember that children need free
timein the summer to relax and enjoy the plea-
aures of childhood. So summer reading should
be fun. Following are afew tips to make reading
enjoyable for your children this summer:

Read aloud together with your child every
day. Makeit fun by reading outdoors on the
front steps, patio, & the beach or park. Also, let
your children read to you. For younger children,
point out the relationship between words and
sounds.

St a good example Parents must be willing
to modd behavior for their children. Keep
lots of reading materid around the house.
Turn off the TV and have each person reed

his or her book, including s ——
rom and cecl Lexington Psychological
Red thesamebook yorr | & Educational Resources
child isreading and discuss

it. Thisisthe way to develop brsiaa Chaskelion, P, Diractor

hatits of the mind and build + Neuropeyoholopical, Educational &
capadity for thought and Languape Evalustiona

insight. * Conguliation « Treatment

Let kids choosewhat they Foaor kgl bernbienn Dot [ s

want to read, and don’t
turn your nose up at
popular fiction. It will only
discourage the reading habit.

Buy books on tape, especially for a child with
alearning disability. Lisento theminthecar,
or turn off the TV and have the family ligen to

them together.

Takeyour children tothelibrary regularly.
Mot libraries sponsor summer reading clubs

with easy-to-reach goals for preschool and

Ease disappointment over summer
separation from afavorite school friend by
encour aging them to become pen pals.
Present both children with postcards or
envelopesthat are areedy addressed and
samped. If both children have accessto the
Internet, emal is another option.

Maketripsaway to encourage reading by
reading aloud traffic Sgns billboards,

notices. Show your children how to read amap,
and once you are on the road, let them teke turns
being the navigetor.

Encour age children to keep a summer
scrapbook. Tepein souvenirs of your family’s
summer activities, picture postcards, ticket stubs,
photos. Have your children write the captions
and read them doud as you look at the book

together.

Reprinted with permission of The Coordinated
Campaign for Learning Disabilities. To receivea
free brochure on learning disabilities, call
1-800-GRBMIND or vist www.ldonline.org.

school-age children. Check the library calendar

for special summer reading activities
and events. Libraries aso provide age
gppropriate lists for summer reading.

Subscribe, in your child’sname, to
magazineslike Sports|llustrated for
Kids, Highlightsfor Children, or
National Geographic World.
Encourage older children to read

the newspaper and current events
magazines, to keep up the reading
habit over the summer and develop
vocabulary. Ask them what they think
about what they’ ve read, and listen to

what they say.

i eee ﬁ
SHEE LIFTS A‘?ZPVMMJ?

Haiping You Achisve Grater MabiRty

{781} B63-5599

7ii Badfierd Bt. w6, Laxingion, MA 02430

1-800-9137-6219

@ CELING MOUNTED TRAMBFER LFT
¥ DEBKGNED T ETT TOLUR NEEDE
& CAll FOR FREE DEMONBTRATION
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Sugerencias para los Padres sobre

la Lectura Durante el Verano

El verano no debe significar tomarse un
descanso del aprendizaje, especiamente e
leer. Estudios demuestran que la mayoria de
los estudiantes pierden sus destrezas de leer
durante |os meses de verano, pero los nifios
gue continlian leyendo aumentan sus
destrezas. Durante € verano, los padres
deben hacer esfuerzos para asegurar que los
nifios mantengan sus destrezas de lectura,
practiquen lalectura, y lean para disfrutarla.

Lalecturaaumentalas
habilidades de visualizacion,
de pensar, y delenguaje.
Tomarse € tiempo para leer
con su hijo puede ayudarle a
usted a evaluar las destrezas de
lectura de su hijo. Si usted
descubre que su hijo esta
teniendo problemas con la
lectura, é puede tener una
discapacidad de aprendizaje.
80 por ciento de los nifios con
problemas de aprendizaje
tienen dificultad con lecturay
lenguaje béasico. Pero identifi-
cacién tempranade tales
discapacidades le daa su nifio
la oportunidad de desarrollar maneras de
leer efectivamente, y |as destrezas para llevar
unavida productivay exitosa. Un estudio
reciente de los Ingtitutos Nacionales de la
Salud demostraron que 67 por ciento de los
estudiantes jovenes que estan en riesgo de
tener dificultades con lalectura, al recibir
ayudaa comienzo de los cursos, han mejo-
rado su lecturaa un nivel promedio o por
encima del promedio.

L os padres deben recordar que los nifios
necesitan tiempo libre en & verano para
relgarsey disfrutar los placeres de la nifiez.
Lalecturaen € verano debe ser divertida.
Las siguientes son algunas sugerencias para
gue usted y sus nifios disfruten lalectura
este verano:

L ea en voz alta con sus nifios todos los
dias. Hagalo divertido leyendo fuerade la
casa, o en e porta, en € patio, en laplaya, o
en e parque. También, dgje que sus nifios le
lean a usted. Para |os nifios mas jévenes,

muéstreles la relacion entre las palabras y
los sonidos.

Dé un buen g emplo. Los padres tienen que
estar dispuestos a dar un buen g emplo a sus
nifios. Mantenga en la casa materiaes de
lectura (libros, revistas, periédicos). Apague
¢ televisor y haga que cada persona lea un
libro, incluyendo mamay papa.

Lea e mismo libro que su nifio esta
leyendo y discitalo. Esta es la manera de
desarrollar “hébitos de la mente” y crear
capacidad parapensar y discernir.

Deje que los nifios escojan lo que ellos
desean leer, y no loslimite s desean leer
novelas populares. Si 1o hace, desanimara
€l habito de lalectura en los nifios.

Comprelibros en casete, especialmente
paraun nifio con discapacidad de
aprendizaje. Esclchelos en € carro, o
apague €l televisor para que toda la familia
pueda escucharlo.

Lleve a susnifios con regularidad ala
biblioteca. La mayoria de las bibliotecas
tienen clubs de lectura en verano con
metas faciles de acanzar paralos nifios
en pre-escolar y en laescuela. Mire el
calendario de actividades y eventos espe-
ciaes en verano. Las bibliotecas también
proveen listas de libros que los nifios de

diferentes edades pueden leer durante
€l verano.

Suscriba en revistas @ nombre de su hijo
como Sports Ilustrated for Kids (Deportes
llustrados para Nifos), Highlights for
Children (Puntos méas Destacados para
Nifios), y National Geographic World (El
Mundo Geogr afico Nacional). Anime alos
nifios mayores a leer d periddico y revistas
con eventos actuales para man-
tener € habito de lalecturay
para desarrollar € vocabulario
durante €l verano. Preglnteles
qué piensan de lo que leyeron y
escuche lo que elos le dicen.

Disminuya la desilusion de su
hijo después de una separacién
de un amigo favorito de la
escuela, sugiriéndole quele
escriba al amigo. Proveaalos
dos nifios con postales y sobres
que yatienen direccion y
estampillas. Si los nifios tienen
acceso a Internet, € correo
electrénico es otra opcion.

Anime alosnifiosaleer durantelosviajes.
Lea en voz dtalos signos de tréfico,
carteleras, avisos. Muéstreles a sus nifios
como leer un mapa, y cuando estén en la
cale, d§eles ser los guias.

Anime alos nifios a mantener un
cuaderno de notas durante e verano.
Coloque los recuerdos de las actividades que
su familiarealizd durante e verano, como
postales, boletos, y fotos. Haga que su nifio
leaen voz atalo que escribié en € cuaderno
cuando estén revisando €l cuaderno juntos.

Reimpreso con permiso de The Coordinated
Campaign for Learning Disabilities (La
Campafia de Coordinacion de Discapacidades
de Aprendizaje). Pararecibir un folleto
gratuito sobre discapacidades de aprendizaje,
llame d 1 800 GRSMIND o viste
www.ldonline.org.
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Sugestoes de Lertura
de Verao Para os Pals

O verdo ndo significainterromper os estudos,
epecidmente asleituras. As pesquisastém
demongtrado que amaioriados aunos
experimentam uma perda nas capacidades de
ler durante os meses de veréo. No entanto as
criangas que continuam aler relmente desen-
volvem habilidades. Durante o veréo devem ser
gplicados esforgos para gudar as criancas a
manter capacidades de leitura por puradiverso.

A leitura desenvolve as hebilidades de visudiza-
¢20, pensamento e linguagem. Dedicar
tempo em ler com seu filho pode gjudar-
Ihe aavdiar as capacidades de leitura do
<eu filho. Se vocé descobrir que 0 seu
filho est& tendo problemasem ler, de
pode estar tendo uma fdta de cgpacidede
de leitura. 80% das criancas com este
problematem dificuldades em ler eter
conhecimentos lingliisticos basicos. Mas
e identificarmos prematuramente ta |gpso
de habilidade, permitiremos que td
criancatenhaa chance de desenvolver
meios de gorender como ler efetivamente,
assim como levar umavidabem sucedida
e produtiva. Um estudo recente dos I nstitutos
Nacionas de Salide mostrou que 67% de
jovens em risco de terem dificuldede de ler,
tornaram-se leitores medianos ou acimada
média apds receberem guda nos primeiros anos
de excola

Os pais devem lembrar-se que as criangas pre-
cisam de tempo livre no verdo para descansar,
assim como apreciar as degrias dainfancia
Portanto ler durante 0 veréo pode ser divertido.
Daremos a seguir algumas sugestoes para.que
seus filhos se divirtam lendo durante este veréo.

Leiacom seu filho em voz dtatodos os dias.
Faca com que edta atividade sgjadivertida, lendo
nos degraus da escada nafrente de casa, no patio,
napraiaou no parque. Também deixe que seus
filhosleiem paravocé Se as criangas forem
menores, sdiente arelacdo entre paavras e ons.

Segjaum bom exemplo! Os pais devemn querer
Ser um modelo de comportamento para seus
filhos. Tenha bagtante materid de leituraem sua
casa DedigueaT.V. paraque cadaum leiao
seu livro, indusiveaméae eo pa.

Leiao mesmo livro que o seu filho estd
lendo e discuta arespeito. Edaéamaneirade

desenvolver habitos mentais e a capacidade para
pensar e compreender.

Deixe que as criangas escolham o que elas
querem ler e néo menospreze as ficgdes
populares. |sto apenas desencorgjaria o hébito
deleitura

Compre livros gravados em cassete, epecid-
mente parauma crianga com dificuldades de
gprendizagem. Escute-0s no carro ou dedigue a

NewsLine

providenciam listas gpropriadas de leituras a
serem feitas durante o veréo.

Subscreva revistas no nome do seu filho como
“Sports Illustrated for Kids™ (Esportes llustrados
para Criancas), “Highlights for Children”
(Pontos Importantes para Criangas) ou

“Nationa Geogrgphica World” (Mundo
Geogréfico Naciond). Encorgje osfilhos mais
velhos alerem jornais e revidas que retratem
acontecimentos do dia-a-dia para que manten-
ham o h&bito de ler durante 0 veréo e aumentem
0 seu vocabuldrio. Pergunte-lhes o que pensam
sobre 0 que leram e escute 0 que dizem.

Diminua o desapontamento do seu filho coma
separacéo do seu colega predileto durante o
verdo, encorgando-0s a tornarem-se correpon-
dentes. Dé aseusfilhos pogtais ou envelopes
com enderegos e sdos. Se ambas criangas
tiverem acesso com a Internet, esta seria

uma outra opcgao.

Faca com que suas viagens esimulem seus
filhosalerem snaisdetrénsito, “outdoors’

T.V. efagacom quetodaafamiliaescute as
gravagdes a0 mesmo tempo.

Leve seusfilhos seguidamente abiblioteca. A
maioria das bibliotecas promove clubes de leitu-
radurante 0 veréo com objetivos faceis de
serem acangados para criancas em niveis pré-
ecolar e escolar. Verifique o caendaio de ativi-
dades e eventos de leituras especiais da sua bib-
lioteca para o verdo. As bibliotecas também

eavisos. Mogtre-lhes como ler um mapa, e
quando egtiverem vigjando, deixe que cada
um dosfilhostenhaasuavez de ser o guia

Encorgie os seus filhos a manterem um
dbum de recortes de veréo. Colecione
lembrangas de atividedes de ver&o de sua
familia, como podtai's, tal8es de passagens,
fotos. Faga com que seusfilhos escrevam
aslegendas e aslelam em voz dta,
enquanto vocés olham o livro juntos.

Re-impresso com a permissio da Campanhade
Coordenacdo dos Incapacitados de
Aprendizagem (“ The Coordinated Campaign
for Learning Disabilities’). Se quiser receber
uma brochura grétis sobre Incapacidades de
Aprendizagens, telefone para
1-800-GR8MIND ou viste alnternet
www.ldonline.org.

KoTIN, CRABTREE & STRONG, LLP, ATTORNEYS AT LAW

One Bowdoin Square Boston, MA 02114-2919
Tel: (617) 227-7031 « Fax: (617) 367-2988 * kcs@k cslegal .com

Providing representation to children and adults with disabilities,
their families, and non-profit service providers.

Kotin, Crabtree & Strong is a general practice law firm, one of whose specialtiesisin law relating
to children, including education and child care issues. Areas of practice include:

¢ Education and Disability Law

+ Business Law, including representation of
private schools and programs, child care and
other organizations.

+ Employment Law

¢ Civil and Criminal Litigation

Please visit our Web Siteat HTTP://[KCSLEGAL.COM

Administrative Proceedings
Personal Injury Law

Estate Planning

Intellectual Property

Real Estate

Taxation

e o o o o o
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Health News

from Family Voices
at the Federation for Children with Special Needs

Family Voices Updates

Results of our family survey, “Your Voice
Counts. Hedlth Care Experiences of Families of
Children with Specid Hedth Care Needs” are
now being andyzed, with reports anticipated by
summer’ send. Thanksto al the familieswho
participated in this extensive effort to ensure that
the voices of families count! Check the Family
Voiceswebstefor asurvey update.

Family Voices of Massachusettsisin the process
of planning how to expand date-level activities.
Cdl Family Voices & the Federation if you
would like to take part in these discussons.

M assachusetts News

Low-Cost or Free Health Insurance

for KidsisHerel

No child in Massachusetts should be uninsured!
The Massachusetts Children’ s Hedlth Insurance
Program (CHIP) can provide hedth insurance
to many of the 138,000 children presently
uninsured. The best way to find out if a child
isdigibleisto apply for the program.

For more information, cal MassHedth a
888-665-9993 (TTY: 838-665-9997).
Interpreters are available.

Newborn Hearing Screening

The Public Health Council recently gpproved
new regulations requiring hearing screenings for
dl newborns. The Massachusetts Department of
Public Hedlth (DPH) will develop guiddinesfor

hospitals to ensure thet al babies are screened
before they are discharged. Now, babies with
hearing losswill beidentified and, therefore,
found digible for programs such as Early
Intervention as soon as possible. For more
information, call Janet Farrell at 800-844-0898.

National News

The Work I ncentives | mprovement Act:

The Senate passed legidation last week to
guarantee that people with disabilitiesretain
Medicaid while they work. The next important
hurdle is convincing the House of
Representetives to pass the same legidation.

Patients Bill of Rights Congressis
debating severd different billson this
important issue, some more troubling than
helpful. Check the Families USA website
(www.familiesusa.org) for the latest
information, including a petition urging
legidaorsto enact acomprenensive hill.

Senator Kennedy, in astrongly-worded June 23
gatement on Patients Bill of Rights, said that
“doctors, patients, and parents should be making
medica decisons, not insurance company
accountants’ Sen. Kennedy then described the
often ignored “common senserights’ hishill
would protect:

Our legidation will curb HMO abuse

and assure that women and children will

get the best possible care—care that will

be just what the doctor ordered. Every
child with cancer deserves accessto a
pediatric oncologigt... Every disabled
child deservesto have the specialist
who ismogt familiar with his condition
coordinate his care. No parent with a
child in medical distress should be
forced to drive past the nearest emer-
gency room becauseit isnot inthe
health plan network. (Entire statement
available on Sen. Kennedy’ s website
www.senate.gov/i~Kennedy).

Meanwhile, M edical Records Privacy
legidation to protect the privecy of patient
medica records, including mental hedlth

records, is sdled a the committee level
because of dissgreements dong party lines.
Congressman Markey from Massachusdtts is
one of the sponsors seeking to create a bipartisan
movement for action.

The Massachusetts delegation, particularly
Senator Kennedy and Representative Markey
have taken strong leadership rolesin both of
these initidives. Be sure to thank them and
encourage their continued efforts

Vist the Family Voices webste
(Wwww.familyvoicesorg) for informetion on
Family to Family Health Information Centers,
anationd initiative to ensure thet families receive
needed information on hedth policy issues.

Family Voicesisanaiond grassroots
organization of families and friends spesking on
behdf of children with specia hedlth care needs.
The Federation is one of the founding members
of Family Voices and conducts Family Voices
projects from the Federation officesin Bagton.

Home Modifications Bill is Now Law

Individuds with disgbilities, eders, and families with children

EARS

Auditory Integration Training

Aug. 23-Sept. 1, 1999 Lowell, MA « Sept. 17-26, 1999 Hyannis, MA (Cape Cod)

Aug. 3-12, 1999 New Bedford, MA

with disabilities will soon be digible for loan guarantees and interest
subsidies for improvement/modifications of their homesto increase
accessibility and independence. The new law alows for $10,000,000
in bond funding. The program is administered by the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Hedth and Human Services (EOHHS) which has
established an Advisory Committee on program design and implemen-
tation. The program will provide for loan guarantees based on adiding
fee scale according to income and assats. Interest subsidies will also be
income-basad according to standards to be developed by EOHHS.

To learn more about or become involved in program design and
implementation, contact Lisa Soan at Massachusetts Rehabilitation
Commission, 617-204-3637 (voice) or 413-443-6655 (TTY).
Reprinted from MATP Update, Volume 3, No. 1 (Winter 1999).

For Children & Adults with:

¢ Speech/Language Dysfunction, Cognitive Impairment & Dyslexia

54 Jennifer Road, Lowell, MA 01854 « Ph: (978) 458-3277, Fax: (978) 934-0677

Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorder

Vestibular Processing Dysfunction & Central Processing Disorder
Attention Deficit Disorder (with or without hyperactivity)
Hyperacute/Hypoacute Sensitive Hearing

Asperger’s Syndrome, Fragile X Syndrome, Down Syndrome,
Dyspraxia Hyperlexia, Tourette Syndrome, Rett Syndrome,
Bipolar Disorder & Drooling.

EARS, Sharda Ramlackhan, M.A.

E-mail: ShardaEARS@aol.com « www.web-wisdom.com/ears
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U.S. DOE

Strengths, Weaknesses

The U.S. Department of Education visited .
Massachusetts in November and February to
monitor compliance of special education and

early intervention programs with the federal .
specid education law, Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). (See
reportsin NewsLine Fall 1998 and Winter
1999). Federal monitors visited four early
intervention programs and conducted public
meetings around the state to gather informa-
tion and identify issues. In their interview
with the state Department of Public Health
(DPH) following the visits, the monitors noted
the following strengths and weaknesses:

Areas of strength: .
» Wall-qudified and multilingua early
intervention staff,

A significant focus on reaching
out to and serving underrepresented
populations,

A redl intent to find children and
families who are éligible for early
intervention services, and

Successful outreach and child-find
strategies that have resulted in a high
percentage of eligible children and
families receiving early intervention
services.

Areasin need of improvement:

Insufficient partnerships at the state
level to ensure coordination of early
intervention services with childcare
services, and

Insufficient effortsin community
colleges, colleges, and universities
targeted to recruit professionals
who speak languages other than
English.

NewsLine

Highlighting information of interest to parents of children under five and
their professional partners, particularly early intervention service
providers. Sponsored by the Federation's Early Intervention Training Center.

dentifies Early Intervention

Areasout of compliance:

« Continued existence of playgroups
that are segregated and separate (i.e.,
that include only infants and toddlers
who are receiving early intervention
services),

* Individualized Family Service Plans
(IFSPs) that do not reflect outcomes
for individua children, and

* Failure of DPH to monitor early
intervention programs according to
federa law (IDEA), not just the state
requirements.

DPH has convened “ Stakeholders,” agroup
representing members of the Interagency
Coordinating Council (ICC), family members,
providers, and staff from DPH and other state
agencies. The Stakeholders are developing an
action plan that will build on the strengths and
address areas needing improvement.

Turning Three Training to be Offered Again Next Year

This spring, 200 parents and early
intervention providers attended eight
workshops across the state on planning for
a smooth transition from early

intervention programs to preschool
services at age three. In response to the
success of thisintensive effort, the
Federation will sponsor eight more

Early Intervention Training Center

Workshop Schedule

Welcometo El Lowell
Welcome Back to El Boston
I FSP Process Wor cester
Gathering Information Wor cester
Welcometo El Boston
Welcometo El Wor cester

Jduly 12

Jduly 21

July 28
August 3
September 23
October 7

To register for these workshops, call Brad Arndt at 617-236-7210, ext. 154.

workshops starting in September. (Look
for details in the fall NewsLine.)

Representing Children
ADVOCATE

Robert Augustine

voice: 508-880-6573
fax: 508-822-8903
email: C766Advoc@aol.com
web: http://firms.findlaw.com/advocate/

259 Rama Street, Taunton, MA 02780
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PAL Responds to the

Littleton Shootings

In the aftermath of the Littleton, Colorado,
shootings, al of us have been deeply touched
by recent reports of schooal violence. With
funding from the Massachusetts Department
of Mentd Hedlth, the Federation and the
Parent Professiona Advocacy League (PAL)
sent information to Massachusetts school
digtricts to promote greater awareness of
children’s mentd hedth and to ensure sife,
secure educationa environments.

Among the materias was the following
checklist developed by Federation of
Families for Children’s Mentd Hedlth
(PAL isthe Massachusetts state chapter).
This checkligt is a guide to help children

or students with emotiond, behaviord, or
mental disorders cope with public tragedies.
It is not meant to replace individua

therapeutic supports.

WHAT ABOUT

THE CHILD WITH
SERIOUSEMOTIONAL
DISTURBANCE?

A Checklist for Parents and Teachersin the
Aftermath of Public Tragedy

WATCH FOR AND ATTEND TO
* Sudden changes in behavior
* Fedlings of fear, anger,

or hopelessness

Withdrawal

» Agitation

BE SUPPORTIVE BY

e Listening

* Sharing your own feglingsin an
honest and “redl” way

 Helping children and youth find
realistic ways to feel safer

* Supporting children and youth to
express their anger, fear, and
vulnerability in safe ways

» Walking with children who are
agitated or anxious

AT SCHOOL

» Offer small facilitated discussion
groups where young people can talk
about their fedings of anger and fear.

11

Provide an adult partner to walk and
walk and walk with the child who
cannot sit in adiscussion group.

Identify an adult partner for each child
to go to anytime they feel the need to
walk, to talk, and to be heard.

Provide a nurturing “safe place” for
the children to retreat when they are
anxious. Fill it with books, puzzles,
or quiet music.

Post important resource phone numbers
for children and youth in well-traveled
aress near telephones.

Cdll the national Federation of
Families for Children’s Mental Health
at 703-684-7710 to get information
about your local chapter.

Always reach out to your local
community-based supports. mental
health centers, churches, cultural
elders, spiritual leaders, friends,
and neighbors.

The Massachusetts State Chapter

of the Federation of Families for
Children’s Mental Hedlth is Parent
Professional Advocacy League (PAL),
aproject of the Federation.

For moreinformation or toreach a
PAL coordinator, call: 800-537-0446.

For information about PAL Metro
Boston Support Groups, contact Diana
Moreno at 617-236-7210 ext. 171.

Major Efforts to Change
Special Education Law

continued from page 2

 Sgnificant tightening of digibility, raising serious

concerns thet the proposad digibility requirements
would deny sarvicesto children with bonafide
dissbilitiesin violation of federd and Sate law.

The Federation has received cdls from concerned parents
because their school system has begun implementing the pro-
posad regulations and diminating specid education services.
Except for the four areas mentioned above, Chapter 766
remainsthe law in M assachusetts and schools must
continueto abide by the current regulations.

READING
SYSTEM

Please call or worite for more infovmation!

Wilson Langmags Training
» 17% Wept inin Strost « My, WA 01507-1441 =
Taoll-fraaf AD0-B09-3454 + Rax [500] S65-Roll
Vinll o Wil Fagn wrwrsy. WilsomLangusge oo

For more information, please visit the Federation’ s website,
www.fean.org or cdl Johanne Fino at the Massachusetts
Advocacy Center, 617-357-8431, ext. 234.
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Famlly Fal r continued from page !

abilities attended. The day, filled with a spirit
of camaraderie and community, proved that
our differences, though seemingly great, can
be bridged.

“In achild’slife, everyone
isaccountable.” The day
ended with arousing game
of bingo and lots of helium
balloons, toys, and other
souvenirs for the children
to take home.

While their parents ate, checked out written
resources about children’s menta health
issues, and chatted with
each other and Federation
staff, the children were
treated to a variety of fun
activities. Costumed
characters were on hand

to paint the children’s
faces. Noticing that
painting faces looked like
lots of fun, the children
soon decided to try out
their own artistic ability.
Thank you to al the adults
who were such good sports
and | eft displaying flowers,
snakes and even awhole
face painted like atiger!
The children aso colored
large block letters that were strung together
into a banner of this year's dogan for
Children’s Mentd Health Week:

PAL Metro Boston staff thanks everyone
who volunteered and helped make the Fair a
success.

The Federation says goodbye to PAL
Metro Boston. After 10 years, the
Massachusetts Department of Mental
Health (DMH) has awarded the PAL
project to a new provider agency. Thus
effective July 1, PAL Metro has moved.

The Federation is grateful that PAL staff
Diana Moreno-Rocha and T.J. Hutson
will stay on to assist the Federation with
new outreach activities. To contact the
new PAL Metro office, please call Carol
Silvaa DMH, 617-727-5500.

Next Steps!

Coming Next Fall to a Region Near You

For more information, cal Joanne Spencer
a Family TIES, 508-947-1231 or
617-727-1440. Family TIES, funded by
the state Department of Public Hedlth, isa
project of the Federetion.

Isyour child moving on from Early Intervention
or preschool ? Isyour child inthefirst few years
of grade school? Do you fed the need to build
up your own skillsto get them through this
maze? Do you need answersto questionslike:

* How do| get organized?
* Howdol involvemy childinthe
community?

» How do| get the schoal to listen
to me?

Help Wanted

The Federation is seeking a
full-time accounting assistant
for the business office.
Excellent benefits.

Wil then, teke the Next Stepd

iy .
Gieel rpEa an

Hheiv Faafaere !

b

_.-" Become a foster r:-’

or adoptive parent.

A Child Needs Your
Love & Care
Among Massachusetts' ten thousand foster

Come and learn new advocacy Kills,
record-kegping Srategies, and idess for
community incluson.

Next Steps isafreetraining course
expecidly geared for parents of young
children with specid needs, ages 3-8.
Of course, everyone with an interest in
children with specid needsiswelcome!

Please send resume and cover
letter to Mary Thompson,
Business Manager by

August 22. Fax: 617-572-2094
or email pblake@fcsn.org.

No phone calls, please.

children are many beautiful specia needs children
who don't have a protector, a champion, or a
hand to hold astightly asthey possibly can.
They are victims of abuse and neglect, who need
the loving care of afamily on a short term, long
term, or permanent basis.

Call DSS at 1-800-K1DS-508 to learn more about
foster or adoptive parenting. Because no one can
change their past, but you can change their future!
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Your Support Makes a Difference!

Thank you for supporting the Federation!

Y our contributions and membership donations support our ongoing mission to provide information, support,
and assistance to parents of children with disabilities, their professional partners, and their communities.

President’s Club ($1,000 or more)
Frucci, R.M.

Sponsor ($250-499)
Brutto, Rita

Capper, Elizabeth A.
Plante, Deborah
Scheur, Aviva
Stearns, Martha
Trkla, Thomas

Donor ($100-249)
Beginning Years
Borkowski, Vincent
Clark, Charlotte Reischer
De Gregory, Karen
Humm-Delgado, Denise
Popper, Barbara

Zefft, Cynthia

Professional ($50-99)

Arcouette, Laura

BankBoston Matching Gift Center

Boylston SPED PAC

Cirillo, Helen

Engelman, Marilyn F.

Golden, E. Alexandra

Jekanowski, Elizabeth

Malio, Karen

Marks ,Maura G.

Maynard, Sandy

McDonald, Helen

Nicodemus, David O. - in memory
of LenoraHanes

Rubin, J.

Ryan, Mary

Smith, Frank

Stone, Carolyn

Viesca, Tina

Warchol, Karen

Family/Individual ($30-49)
Allen, Judy & Don Johnson
Aresty, Elaine & Julian
Aucoin, Stella

Balliet, Evelyn- in memory of

LenoraHanes
Barstis, Andrea
Begin, Becky & Greg
Bennett, Betsey
Brandzel, Merle
Bull, Kathy
Byrne Dawes, Elizabeth
Canavan, Lynne & Gerry
Capper, Lizanne
Cassata Family
Chambers, Ellen

Chrisman, Richard & Cynthia

Cline, Herb & Christine
Coccoluto, Elizabeth
Coleman, Linda
Collett, Gail

Conner, Hal
Connolly, Mary Ellen
Cordes, Gaylin
Damon, LisaJ.

D’ Amore, Marianne
Dee, Carolyn

Elwell, Ann

Fesko, Sheila

Finn, Anita
Fitzgerald Rice, Kathleen
Fleischer, Ledie & Edward
Folsom, John
Fontellio, Maria
Fontes, Judith
Friedman, Janet
Greene, Deirdre
Griffin, Pat

Harney, Kathleen
Hawn, Gerri

Haynes, Nancy
Hintlian, Carolyn
Holland, Mia
Hosford, Joyce
Hume, Mary

Hunt, Darlene
Jennings Family
Jensen, Debbie
Kalil, Sandra

Keaney, Donna

Keller, Fabiola & Roger

Laramee, Patty & Stephen

LaSante, Susan

Lombardo, Angela

MAC-GRAY

Mancini, Mike & Barbara

Maricle, Peter

Martin, Paulette

Mayo, Mary Ellen

McHenry, Eileen

McKenna, Hope

McKenna, Steve & Denise

McLaughlin, Phil & Joanne

Merriam Family

Mirra, Joanne

Mork, Cynthia

Nadworny, John & Susan

Nardone Family

Norman, Susanne

O'Brien, Kristin

Orlowski, Betsey

Ouellette, Dorothy

Pelerossi, Janet

Peters, Mr. & Mrs. David &
Kenneth Hanes- in memory of
Lenora Hanes

Polaroid Foundation

Rachlis, Lynne

Rodenhiser, Judy

Rutter, Tammy

Sala, Annette

Satterthwaite, Sarah

Shapiro, Marsha & Mark

Slobodnik, Alan

Sorg, Marianne- in memory of
LenoraHanes

Stupakiewicz ,Dorothy

Sweeney, Tracey

Tabolt, Christine

Tocci, Anna

Uhlendorf, Debbie

Wagner, Joan

Walsh, Lynne

Ward Maguire, Judith

Wenzel, Martha
Wolf, Ann
Wrick, Doreen

Friend (up to $29)

Barry, Karen

Brodeur, Rosemary

Butts, Joanne- in memory of
LenoraHanes

Cruise, Jean

Dunn, Judy

Friedland, Ida

Gilbert, Betty- in memory of
LenoraHanes

Goldberg, PaulaF. - in memory of
LenoraHanes

Goshert, Ed & Nila- in memory of
LenoraHanes

Kennedy, Carol & families on
Martha's Vineyard- in memory of
LenoraHanes

Klaehn, Dorothy- in memory of
LenoraHanes

Lynch, John

McCue, Donna

Pedro, Colleen

Sawyer, Sherry

Slonim, Robin

Smith, PatriciaMcGill & Jane- in
memory of Lenora Hanes

Sneirson, Phyllis- in memory of
LenoraHanes

Souweine, Judith

Tanguay, Holly

United Way of Massachusetts Bay

Warriner, Linda

Yeary, Lois

The Federation gratefully
acknowledges the generous
contributions of DataViews
Corporation to help
support this issue of
NewsLine.
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For more information about any
workshops, please cdl the Federation at
800-331-0688. Cdl to find out about
Basic Rights workshops in Portuguese.

NOVEMBER 1999
11/17, Andover, 7:00-9:30 pm: IEP
11/18, Springfield, 7:00-9:00 pm: Transition

believe our readers may have interest. If
you wish your name to be withheld,
please call or write the Federation’s
Boston office to inform us.

The Federation for Children with

Special Needs

Our Mission:

To provide information, support, and
assistance to parents of children with
disabilities, their professional partners,
and their communities. We are
committed to listening to and learning
from families, and encouraging full
participation in community life by all
people, especially those with disabilities.

DeECEMBER 1999

Ligue para informacéo sobre aulas
12/2, Lawrence, 6:00-8:00 pm: Basic

iniciando em Portugués.

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS

Basic: Covers basic information about Chapter 766 and
other gate and federd specid education lawsto assst
parentsin the planning, decision-making, and monitoring
of their child' sIEP. (Materials available in Spanish)

SEPTEMBER 1999

9/21, New Bedford, 6:30-8:30 pm: Basic
9/23, Milford, 7:00-9:00 pm: Basic
9/28, Groton, 7:00-9:00 pm: Basic

OcTOBER 1999

10/4, Amesbury, 7:00-9:00 pm: Basic
10/7, Concord, 7:00-9:00 pm: IEP

10/14, Concord, 7:00-9:00 pm: Transition
10/14, Natick, 7:00-9:00 pm: Basic
10/18, Franklin, 7:00-9:00 pm: Basic
10/25, Reading, 7:00-9:00 pm: Transition

Executive Director:

Richard J. Robison

Board of Directors:

Dan Heffernan, President;

Peter Brennan, Treasurer;

Sara Miranda, Clerk

Linda Downer, Jack Foley, Robin Foley,
William Henderson, Anne Howard,
Deborah Smith-Pressley, Miryam Wiley

|EP: Givesan in-depth look at the parent’srolein the
deveopment of the IEP.

Trangtion: Provides basic information on state and federd
laws which require that | EPs address godsin such areas
as competitive employment, independent living, and full
integration into other agpects of community life that will
help prepare for adult life.
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All Kids Count

All Kids Count offers parents, parent
leaders, professionals, and other
interested parties guiddines for
participating in discussions about
policies and practices related to
inclusion of students with disabilities
in large-scale assessments.

100 pages. 1998. Now $15!

Family Guide to Assistive

I",%.-'il_:, ﬁ;llh!e Techn0|ogy
L This guideisintended to help parents learn more about assistive
Assistivae || technology and how it can help their children. It aidsin the
_ Teghnahingy| processes of acquiring assistive technology and provides the

Federation Coffee Mug

Sturdy ceramic coffee mug in Federation green
with drawing of children on one side, Federation

e e | R tools to advocate for your child's specia technology needs.
=L N The Guide indudes tips for getting started, ideas about how and
where to look for funding, and contact information for software
and equipment.

143 pages. 1997. $10.00

Federation Tote Bag
Attractive canvas tote featuring
Federation name and logo.
$10.00

logo on the other.
$5.00

Federation Order Form

The

Parent

Manual

4

Mhlanual
de Padres

E. g

Inherently Equal

An Inclusion Action Guide

for Families and Educators
Inherently Equal is designed to be a
practical resource for people advocating
for and working to support the
successful inclusion of students with
disahilitiesin genera education.

31 pages. 1997. $15.00

The Parent Manual

The Parent Manual outlines
parents’ and children’srightsin
special education as guaranteed
by Chapter 766, the Massachusetts
specia education law, and the
Individuas with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), the federal
special education law.

75 pages. 1996. $25.00

El Manual de Padres
El Manual de Padres explica sobre

los derechos de los padres y de

los nifios en educacién especia
garantizados por € Capitulo 766,
laley de educacion especia de
Massachusetts, y La Educacion para
Individuos con Impedimentos (IDEA),
laley federa de educacion.

100 pages. 1996. $25.00

order by phone (800) 331-0688

Item Quantity Price Total
please attach another sheet if you need more room Totals

name
address . . L.
city. state. Zip Prices include shipping. Checks to:

’I g - heck for § Federation for Children with Special
enclosed 1s My check for Needs, 1135 Tremont Street, Ste. 420
please charge $ 4 mastercard dvisa

card #

exp. date

Signature

Boston, MA 02120
Orders must be pre-paid. Thank you!
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SSI Permits Students to Work, Keep Benefits

Many high school students who receive
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits
have been discouraged from working because
they are draid of losing their benefits. Some are
afrald thet their SSI checks will be reduced to
amog nothing. Others are more concerned with
losing their access to hedlth benefits through
Medicaid which comes automatically with SSI
in mogt tates (including Massachusetts).

It isimportant for students and their parents,
teachers, and counselors to know that Work

I ncentives are built into the SSI program. By
using these incentives, students who receive
SSI may earn money and keep their medica
benefitsand dl or part of their cash benefits.
One of these Work Incentivesisthe Student
Earned Income Exclusion.

The Student Earned Income Exclusion alows
students with disabilities under age 22 who
attend school regularly to keegp up to $400 of
their earned income per month before any deduc-

tions are taken from their regular SSI checks.

The maximum amount thet students can earn per
year before deductions are teken from their cash
benefitsis $1,620. Just right for that summer job!

WHAT PARENTSNEED TO DO:
1. Report the new job to the loca Socia
Security office.
2. Ask to apply for the Student Earned
Income Exclusion.

3. Bring with you:
* A letter from the school gtating thet

your son or daughter is attending
school.

« A letter from you, the parents, stating
the date ghe began to work, how
much sheis earning, and how many
hours s’he is working per week.

4, Ask the Socid Security office what they
will need and when they will need it.
They may ask for copies of check stubs
periodicaly.

5. Keep copies of everything you give to
Socid Security.

Noteto |EP Team members: Including SSI
work incentivesin astudent’s I1EP and
trangition plan isaway for sudentsto explore
employment opportunities without risking
losing SSI benefits while the student is il

in schoal.

Noteto parents: If your son or daughter has
stopped receiving SSI benefits because of the
“turning-18 redetermination evauation,”

we would like to learn more about your
experiences.

To share your SS| experiences or for more
information, call Opening Doors: Planning
for Work After High School Project, a
collaborative project of the Ingtitute for
Community Inclusion, the Federation, and
the Disability Law Center, at 617-355-4673.

Autism Project Seeks Parent

In July and August, parents of children and
youth with autism spectrum disorder will
receive a needs-assessment survey instru-
ment. The survey, an important component
of the Massachusetts Autism Project at the
Federation, is being mailed out by local
special education departments and other
agencies. If you have a son or daughter with
autism spectrum disorder and have not

received your survey by the end of August,
or if you want to get a head start, call Martha

Ziegler, Coordinator, at 617-236-7210, ext.
131, or email Martha at mziegler@fcsn.org.

Findings from this survey and others being dis-
seminated by the Project will be used to develop
adate plan for improving services for children
with autism spectrum disorder and their families.

NOTE:

The July issue of Nationa Geographic
contains a two-page pictoria featuring

Ms. Alex Michaels, an adult with autism
spectrum disorder, who lives and works in
Massachusetts. Ms. Michagls serves on the
Advisory Committee for the Massachusetts
Autism Project.

Postgraduate Fellowhips Available in Maternal and Child Health

The Shriver Center University Affiliated Program and the Floating Hospital Alliance announces
a Fellowship program funded by the Federal Department of Maternal and Child Health.
This interdisciplinary program is intended to train professionals interested in developing

leadership skills in improving the lives of children and adolescents with neurodevelopmental
and related disabilities and their families.

The fellowship begins in September 1999 and will require a commitment of one-and-a-half
days per week over a 10 month period. A stipend of up to $8,000 is available for this period.

Masters in Health Administration, Suffolk University offered.

For additional information or application contact:
LEND program
Shriver center University Affiliated Program
200 Trapelo Road, Waltham, MA 02452
Tel: 781-642-0045 +« Fax: 781-642-0238
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We' ve Moved!
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Our New
Address &
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* %= JOIN THE FEDERATION TODAY > * *

Become a Member!

The Federation would like to take
this opportunity to thank all of our
members for their invaluable support.
Not only does your membership make
adifference to us and all the families
we serve, it gives you:

« A Stronger Federation

¢ Access to current information

« Networking opportunities with
other parents

e Quarterly issues of NewsLine.

* A 10% discount on all
Federation publications,
conferences, and workshops.

| want to join the Federation for Children with Specid Needs.

Enclosed are my membership dues. Please send methe

Please make checks payable to:
Federation for Children with Specid Needs, 1135

one-year subscription to NewslLine, and other member benefits  Tremont Street, Boston, MA 02120. Thank you!

Please enroll me in the following Federation membership(s).

President’s Club g $1.000 Donor g $100 | can't join now, but hereis my
Patron O $500  Professiond 0 $50 gftof: $

Sponsor O $250 Family/Individua QO $30

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Enclosed is my check for $ Pleasecharge$ QO MCQAVS

Card # exp. date

Signature

News from the Western Front

It iswith great sadnessthat wetdl you that
Mary Quigley, coordinator of our Westfield
Office, has announced that she will be leaving
the Federation at the end of duly.

Mary has been avauable staff member at the
Federation for 7 years. Wewill miss her and her

specia easy-going charm, her dedication to
parents who have children with disabilities, and
her tirdess efforts to improve the lives of people
with disabilities.

The Federation remains committed to providing
quality servicesto familiesin Western

All contributions in excess of $4.00 are fully tax deductible.

Massachusetts. We are looking for a new aff
member to continue to work out of our
Federation’s Western office. In addition, we are
aso looking for new office space. For more
information about the position, or if you have
information about available office spacein
Western Massachusetts, please contact Richard
Robison, Executive Director, at 617-236-7210
or toll-free a 800-331-0688.




