NewsLin

The Federation for Children with Special Needs

Volume 21, Number 2, Winter 2000

617-236-7210 » 800-331-0688 * www.fcsn.org

Martha Ziegler

founding
otories

Martha Ziegler Looks Back

This year the Federation celebrates it Silver
Anniversary — 25 years of parents helping parents.

As one way to commemorate our history, we asked Martha Ziegler, Federation founder and
Executive Director for 23 years, to reflect on those early days. Martha has played key
roles — first and foremost as a mother, later as a child advocate and national parent
leader — in the history of the parent movement. In her efforts to achieve quality educa-
tional opportunities first for her daughter, Martha furthered a movement that would begin
to change forever the life possibilities for children with disabilities in the United States and
around the world. At the heart of all of Martha's mothering and advocacy is a vision of
respect, dignity, love, and human rights for all human beings.

federation Project Updates

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
AND EMPOWERMENT
PROJECT (C.O.E.P.)

The Federation is pleased to announce the
start of C.O.E.P, a new community-focused
project. C.O.E.P. was created with the goal
of assisting and supporting families in
Roxbury, Mattapan, Dorchester, and
Jamaica Plain who face the challenges of
raising children with emotional/behavioral
disorders and learning disabilities.
C.O.E.P. will provide information and
referral services, educational workshops
on relevant topics, and support groups.
Support group meetings will begin soon!
For more information, please contact T.J.
Hutson: 617-236-7210 ext. 113.

*Todos los servicios son proporcionados
en espafiol. Para mas informacion, llame a
Diana Rocha: 617-236-7210 ext. 171.

The Community Outreach and
Empowerment Project is funded by a
grant from the Boston Foundation.

NEW PROJECT TO SERVE
ALL MASSACHUSETTS

PARENTS

Check out the first issue of Parents’ PLACE
Bulletin included in this NewsLine! The
Bulletin comes to you from the Federation’s
new project, Parents’ PLACE, Parents
Learning About Children’s Education.
Parents’ PLACE is the Federation’s first
project for all parents of all school-age chil-
dren, not just parents of children with dis-
abilities. The goal of the project is to inform
and support parents in the most important
jobs of raising and educating their children.
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Bulletin

Parents Learning About Children’s Education

hen our family moved to Lexington,

Massachusetts, in 1971,” Martha

explains, “we decided it was time
for Mary Ann, our daughter with autism and all
the urgent perplexing needs that come with
autism, to go to public school. If our taxes were
paying for son Fred’s education, why should
they not also pay for Mary Ann’s schooling?”
Up to that time Mary Ann had /egally been
denied public education in Connecticut and New
York. Had the Ziegler family stayed on Long
Island, Mary Ann — then seven years old —
would have gone to school in a converted
warehouse, in the next county along with 150
other children much like her.

Unwilling to compromise her own vision for her
daughter, Martha realized she could not afford
to sit back and wait for things to change. At a

HAPPY

BIRTHDAY,
Chiapter 768!

It’s time to celebrate!
This school year
marks the 25th
anniversary of the
implementation of
Chapter 766. What a
perfect opportunity to
demonstrate the suc-
cess of this law and
the profound difference it has made in the lives
of children with disabilities, their families, and
communities! Twenty-five years ago many
children were legally rejected from school,
either to be warehoused in institutions or to
languish at home. Today, children with disabil-
ities live, go to school, and work in their own
communities thanks to Chapter 766.

continued on page 5 o

continued on page 2 o




Policy Update

State lawmakers predict that the vote on
changes to Chapter 766 (Ch. 766), the
Massachusetts special education law, will
occur late winter or spring of this year. Major
changes to Ch.766 have been pending for
some time, as legislators and policymakers
decide how to respond to rising school district
expenses for educating students with severe
disabilities. At the center of the debate is a
fundamental question: Should the issue of
rising local costs for educating students with
severe disabilities be addressed by significantly
increasing state aid or by reducing protections
and services?

Major changes to the Ch. 766 law and
regulations have been proposed in the
following areas:

* Repeal of the “maximum feasible
benefit” service standard

* Reduction of independent evaluation
rights

» Changes to state funding of special
education

» Extended timelines for IEP development

* Reductions in transportation rights and
protections

* Elimination of parents’ and teachers’
right to participate in decisions regarding
a student’s specific placement

* Elimination of the Parent Advisory
Council (PAC) requirement

(See the Federation website, www.fcsn.org,
for further explanation of these changes.)

Votes regarding these proposed changes will
be occurring both at the State House and at
the Massachusetts Board of Education. The
Board of Education plans to vote on changes
to the Ch.766 regulations at its March 28
meeting. The Joint Committee on Education
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kLl Gh. 766 Legisiative Update

has not yet set a definite date for the State
House hearing. It is likely that the hearing
will be conducted sometime in March or
April.

The legislature has arranged for an interna-
tional consulting firm McKinsey and
Company to conduct a pro bono study on
changes to the “maximum feasible benefit”
standard and special education eligibility
requirements. McKinsey hopes to finish the
study by the end of February, and the legisla-
ture may decide to await completion of the
study before conducting the State House
hearing.

Information regarding the State House hear-
ing date will be announced on the Federation
hotline at 800-331-0688, ext. 766 and on

the Federation website at www.fcsn.org.
Frequent checks are necessary to keep up-to-
date, as hearings and votes are sometimes
scheduled without much advance notice.
Readers are also invited to contact
Massachusetts Advocacy Center at 617-357-
8431, ext.234, to request an informational
packet on the proposed changes, to be placed
on their mailing list, or to request a speaker
to discuss special education reform.

Happy Birthday Chapter 766! coninues rrom page 1

To celebrate how far things have come

with Chapter 766, we need your help. The
Federation and other organizations propose
that celebratory activities take place across the
state in February. Here are some ideas:

+ Begin your local school committee’s
February meeting with a 766 Birthday
Celebration.

» Have a 25th anniversary cake-cutting
ceremony, with students, parents, teach-
ers and others sharing success stories.

» At an awards ceremony for graduates
of Chapter 766, invite students, teach-
ers, administrators, school committee
members to share stories.

» Work with your local special education
director, teachers’ union, and Parent
Advisory Council (PAC) to determine

how to best celebrate in your area.
Remember to invite state legislators and
media representatives to share in your
celebration.

The celebrations should be simple, easy to
do, and support your community efforts.
Massachusetts Advocacy Center will provide
back-up materials to support your efforts
(such as a sample press release, a sample
letter to the editor, and general points of
interest on Chapter 766).

In addition to the Federation, the following
organizations endorse these activities:
Massachusetts Advocacy Center, Disability
Law Center, Massachusetts Association of
School Superintendents, the Administrators
of Special Education, Massachusetts
Teachers’ Association, and Massachusetts
Federation of Teachers.

For more information, assistance, or if you
have suggestions to pass along, please contact
Julia Landau at Mass. Advocacy Center
617-357-8431.

HELP YOUR CHILD TO READ

with
BOOKS ON AUDIOTAPE

from
mkecording for the
Q) Biind & Dyslexic
Over 77,000 academic books
in all subjects for all grades

For more information call

617-577-111
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From the Executive Director

Kids Pay Price
for MGAS Gonfusion

Fourteen students received the news. Their
MCAS test responses had been scored as zeros
because the accommodations they used were
not allowable under state rules. Even though
school administrators claim they checked it out
with the state Department of Education’s
MCAS Support Services helpline, they appar-
ently misunderstood or were given bad advice.
In any case, eleven 8th-grade and three 4th-
grade students received only the basic 200 on
their exams. They participated in good faith,
using the accommodations approved by their
IEP Teams and school administrators. Yet, these
fourteen paid the price with a defeating failure!

The federal special education law IDEA-97
includes new rules intended to make sure that
students with disabilities benefit from educa-
tion reform improvements. For example, it
calls for every student with a disability to have
access to the general curriculum and high
standards. It also calls for all students to be
included in the state’s mandated testing system,
MCAS. This requirement reinforces the
message to schools that they are accountable
for the learning achievements of all students
with disabilities. At the same time, it promises
students with disabilities that they will have fair
and equal opportunities to demonstrate their
knowledge on mandated tests. This promise is
so important because, in the past, students with
disabilities have been excluded from these tests.

The law establishes three ways for students
with disabilities to participate fairly. If
possible, students should take the MCAS in the
usual fashion, without any accommodations.
Students who need accommodations in order to
demonstrate their knowledge are entitled to
them. The laws instruct IEP Teams to specify
the needed accommodations in the IEP, prior to
the testing period. If the Team determines that a
student cannot reasonably take the standard
(“on-demand”) version of the MCAS even
with accommodations, then the student must
participate through an alternate assessment.
The student’s IEP Team is responsible for
determining how students with disabilities
participate in MCAS. (Or, for students on a
Section 504 plan, the 504 Team determines
how a student participates.) The Mass. DOE,

however, has established a list of “allowable”
and “impermissible” accommodations intended
to prevent alteration of the test (and in their view,
unfair advantage) and preserve test security.

Herein lies the problem. Fourteen students
thought they were taking the test under
approved conditions, later to find out that the
DOE and its testing contractor saw it differently.
And these fourteen students paid the price.

Ensuring fairness and equal opportunity for full
participation are not in conflict with preserving
test integrity. Test accommodations, by defini-
tion, are intended to provide students with an
equal opportunity to demonstrate their knowl-
edge. They do not provide a student with an
unfair advantage. Indeed, a full range of accom-
modations consistent with the individual needs
of students is essential to ensuring fairness and
must be guaranteed by each school

Richard Robison

low expectations, they must be given the
educational supports and accommodations
they need to achieve great things and to
demonstrate their knowledge.

This NewsLine is devoted to assisting parents
and professionals in their efforts to ensure

the success of every student in this year’s
round of testing. Students have every right to
experience MCAS in a constructive way and
to be given the tools they need to demonstrate
their knowledge.

district and the state.

As parents, we must demand fairness
and full participation in all aspects of
education for our children. We must
insist that school districts allow IEP
Teams to draw from a broad array of
possible accommodations and alter-
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Helping You Achieve Greater Mobility

nate ways to assess the knowledge of
students. These demands are entirely
consistent with the original language
of the Massachusetts Education
Reform Act and with IDEA-97.
These laws establish the IEP Team as
the authority for deciding when and
what accommodations should be
used — both for teaching and for
testing students. The state should

not continue to arbitrarily limit the
Team’s decision-making authority in
contradiction to state and federal law.

Fourteen students doesn’t sound like
a lot. But when all 14 are from a
single school district, imagine how
the numbers must add up when
each of the state’s 350 districts is
examined! Students with disabilities
need to be held to high learning
standards. To escape the tyranny of

1-800-987-6219

&,

@® CEILING MOUNTED TRANSFER LIFT
® DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS
® CALL FOR FREE DEMONSTRATION
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x Empowerment Through Information

by FEileen Souza,
Federation Information Specialist

This column highlights questions that
Eileen and the other Federation Information
Specialists are most frequently asked.

QUESTION:

With all of the changes being proposed to
Chapter 766, I'm not sure how to proceed.
What rules apply now when the school is not
following the Chapter 766 Regulations relative
to my child's Individualized Education Plan?

First of all, the Chapter 766 Regulations and
processes for resolving disputes do remain in
effect for the 1999-2000 school year. In resolv-
ing disputes with the school, however, it is
always best to begin by speaking with school
personnel first to attempt to resolve the situation.

If talking proves unsuccessful, you can turn to
the “Problem Resolution System.” This system
is the Department of Education’s (DOE) process
for receiving, reviewing, and resolving concerns
regarding students who are not receiving the
educational services or procedural protections to
which they are entitled. Education Specialists
answer questions about education law or regula-
tions and refer questions to other knowledgeable
persons where necessary. You can contact this
system by calling 781-338-3000, ext. 6401.

When you call, an Intake Specialist logs-in your
“concern” and sends a notice to you that the con-
cern has been registered with DOE. This notice
will provide you with the following information:

+ the name of the Education Specialist who
will be providing assistance,

« information on the Problem Resolution
System, and

* an Intake Information Form that you must
complete and sign that will notify DOE
and the applicable local agency about the
nature of your concern and your attempts
to resolve the problem.

Five days after the DOE receives your signed
Intake Information Form, an Education
Specialist will contact you to discuss your con-
cerns. The Education Specialist will then review
your concerns with you and decide if the con-
cern is related to education law or regulation. If
the concern is not related to a law or regulation,
the Education Specialist will tell you that the
DOE does not have the authority to address it.
Where possible, though, the Education Specialist
will offer advice on how you might proceed.

If your concern is related to education law or
regulation, the Specialist will immediately con-
tact the school to explore the best method for
resolving the issue. If the Specialist feels that the
school has not had a chance to address your con-
cern, he or she may contact the Superintendent
or other administrator directly. DOE will usual-
ly expect a report of this local review no later
that 15 calendar days from the date it notified
the school of the concern. A copy of the
school’s response will be sent to you.

The Education Specialist will review the local
report and decide whether any further investiga-
tion or action must be taken. In all cases, the
Education Specialist is supposed to review the
concerns with you and all other appropriate par-
ties to determine whether education law and reg-
ulations are being followed. If the Specialist
determines that the school is not meeting the
requirements of the law, DOE will work with
school officials to correct the situation.

Usually, problems will be resolved within 60
calendar days from the date your signed Intake
Information Form is received. If resolution is
not reached within that time period, you should
receive a letter from DOE giving the reason for
the delay and when the concern is expected to
be resolved.

For more information, request a “Problem
Resolution System” guide by contacting DOE
at: Massachusetts Department of Education,
350 Main St., Malden, MA 02148.

+ Education and Disability Law
* Business Law, including representation of

other organizations.
* Employment Law
* Civil and Criminal Litigation

private schools and programs, child care and e

KOTIN, CRABTREE & STRONG, LLP, ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Bowdoin Square Boston, MA 02114-2919
Tel: (617) 227-7031  Fax: (617) 367-2988  kcs@kcslegal.com
Providing representation to children and adults with disabilities,
their families, and non-profit service providers.

Kotin, Crabtree & Strong is a general practice law firm, one of whose specialties is in law relating
to children, including education and child care issues. Areas of practice include:

* Administrative Proceedings
* Personal Injury Law

Estate Planning

+ Intellectual Property

* Real Estate

+ Taxation

Please visit our Web Site at HTTP:/KCSLEGAL.COM

Head Start’s 5th National
Research Conference

DEVELOPMENTAL
AND CONTEXTUAL
TRANSITIONS

OF CHILDREN AND

FAMILIES

Implications for Research,
Policy, and Practice

June 28 - July 1, 2000
Hyatt Regency Washington on
Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C.

Registration information will be available at
wwwi.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/hsrc on January 15, 2000.

For questions about registration, contact Bethany
Chirico, bchirico@eainet.com; 703-821-3090, ext.
233. For questions about conference programming,
contact Dr. Faith Lamb-Parker, flpl@columbia.edu;
212-305-4154.
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'““I"Iing su“‘ies, continued from page 1

parent meeting she heard about an amazing bill that
had been filed in the Massachusetts Legislature, a bill
that, in Martha’s words, “would mandate locally
supported education for all children with disabilities,
with individually tailored programming and meaning-
ful parental input.”

Martha became a prime mover, prowling the halls of
the State House lobbying for passage of the exciting
new law. “One day,” Martha remembers, “a sweet
gentleman tried to give me a paycheck, assuming [
was on the staff; every Friday afternoon, the elevator
man would say, ‘Have a nice weekend, dear.”” He
knew Martha would be back at the State House on
Monday.

Soon, Martha became co-chair, along with a leader
of NASW, of the Coalition for Special Education, a
varied collection of 42 organizations, from disability
groups to the Massachusetts PTA and Greater Boston
Chamber of Commerce, that lobbied for the law.
These lobbying efforts succeeded with the enactment
of Chapter 766 in 1972, to become effective in
September 1974. The bill had been filed by Speaker
of the House David Bartley and House Education
Committee Chairman Michael Daly, both Democrats,
and it was signed into law by Gov. Frank Sargent,

a Republican.

It is one of the nation’s first comprehensive laws
mandating individualized education for all the state’s
children with disabilities. Parent advocates know that
passage of a law, grand and essential as that is, does
not guarantee much. Martha and other parent leaders
realized that making the promise of the law a reality
in the lives of real children would require that parents
be informed and empowered. Large numbers of par-
ents would need to learn about the law. They would
also need the support and encouragement of other
parents to change not only their own expectations for
their children, but to have the courage to insist that
schools and society see their sons and daughters in a
new light as well. To that end, Martha led the effort

& Educational Resources
Marsha Chaskelson, PhD, Director
* Neuropsychological, Educational &
Language Evaluations
 Consultation » Treatment

For e Attention Deficit Disorder
* Learning Disabilities
 Independent Evaluations

* College Accommodations

(781) 863-5599
76 Bedford St. #26, Lexington, MA 02420

Martha and
other parent leaders
realized that making

the promise of the
law a reality in
the lives of real
children would
require that parents
be informed and
empowered.

to pull the parent-run, disability-specific
groups together to form their own orga-
nization, the Federation for Children
with Special Needs.

Starting with a pilot grant from the fed-
eral Office of Education, the Federation
opened an office in July 1975. Martha
said, “We were thrilled to have our own
copy machine, paid telephones, and
part-time paid staff!”

[Tune in next issue for more about the
Federation’s 25 years and the role
Martha and other Federation staff
played in Massachusetts and the nation
in making parent-to-parent training and
information a national priority!]

Wilson Language Training

Multisensory
Structured
Language

Professionals

Please call or write for more information!

Wilson Language Training
¢ 175 West Main Street « Millbury, MA 01527-144]
Toll-free# 800-899-8454 « Fax (508) 865-9644
Visit our Web Page: www.WilsonLanguage.com

Lexington Psychological

Auditory Integration Training
Digital Auditory Aerobics

EARS

(Please call EARS for onsite
therapy for 6 and more)

For Children & Adults with:
» Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorder
» Speech/Language Dysfunction, Cognitive Impairment
* Learning Disability, Dyslexia
+ Vestibular Processing Dysfunction, CAPD
» Hyperacute or Hypoacute Sensitive Hearing
+ Attention Deficit Disorder (with or without hyperactivity)
» Asperger’s, Fragile X, Down Syndrome, Rett's
» Dyspraxia, Hyperlexia, Tourettes, Bipolar & Depression

Enhanced Auditory Rehab. Service, Sharda Ramlackhan, M.A.
54 Jennifer Road, Lowell, MA 01854 « Ph: (978) 458-3277, (800) 335-3277
Fax: (978) 452-2633 * E-mail: ShardaEARS@aol.com « www.web-wisdom.com/ears
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apring 2000 Parent
Consultant Training Program

April 25, May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30
Seven Hills Foundation
81 Hope Avenue, Worcester

The Federation is pleased to announce a series
of workshops designed to produce knowledge-
able, skilled Parent Consultants, committed to
represent parents of children with special needs
and young adults in matters relating to special
education.

The program consists of 6 day-long sessions
and a 50-hour internship. Topics include spe-
cial education law, mediation, administrative
hearing process, inclusion, transition both at
age 3 and at age 14, communication skills and
more. Class size is limited to 35. Attendance
at a Federation Basic Rights Workshop is a
prerequisite. The fee is $275 for tuition and
materials. A small number of scholarships are
available.

For information or an application, contact
Phyllis Sneirson at the Boston office 617-236-
7210; Mary Loughlin at the Worcester office
508-798-0531; or toll free at 800-331-0688.

Mass Advocates Standing Strong (MASS) is an
organization of people with disabilities. Their
mission is to “speak out for ourselves and each
other,” and to “stand by each other and make
things better in our lives.” MASS believes in
the importance of all people, and in the right of
all people to be treated equally, to make their
own choices, and to have the support they need.

For more information please contact MASS at:
MASS, P.O. Box 6025, North Plymouth, MA
02362-6025; telephone 781-585-2422.

Garegiving study seeks
participants

Massachusetts parents of adolescents and
adults with autism, age 10 and older, are invited
to participate in a study of family life.

NewslLine

Mass. Down Syndrome 17th
Annual Gongress

Featuring National Keynote Speaker and
Self-Advocate Karen Gaftney, speaking on
“Opening Doors.” Saturday, March 25, at the
Worcester Centrum Centre. Contact MDSC at
800-664-MDSC.

Mobility Services

Mobility Services is a free program that teaches
people with disabilities to use the MBTA local
bus and T services. For more information, call
the Kennedy Center, 221 North Beacon St.,
Brighton, MA 02135; telephone 617-782-9400.

Brothers and Sisters:
An Informational Forum

A two-day conference (April 1 and April 8) for
adult sibling of people with cognitive disabilities.
For more information, call LaJoyce Woolery at
617-562-4094.

The Presidential Race

Want to stay informed about the candidates’
stands on issues? All one has to do is go

to this page for the Washington Post:
http://'www. Washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/poli-
tics/elections/2000/index.html.

Scroll down until you hit White House candidates
and you will get direct links to their campaign

Conducted by the Heller School, Brandeis

University, the study will include in-
home interviews with mothers, and
fathers will be asked to complete
questionnaires. In interested, please
call Dotty Robison, Project
Manager, 781-736-3792, or e-mail
her at Robison@Brandeis.edu.

homes pages.

fax: 508-822-8903

ADVOCATE

Robert Augustine

259 Rama Street, Taunton, MA 02780

email: C766Advoc@aol.com
web: http://firms.findlaw.com/advocate/

voice: 508-880-6573

Discover Your Child’s
Potential For Success.

O ne of the most impor- - CELEBRATING
tant goals at St

Coletta’s of Massa- 50 YEARS
chuselts is to develop a positive - —
self-esteem within each student, | * voe2ional Training

* Functional Academics

* Community Skills Training
« Daily Living & Sociat Skills
* Adapted Phys. Ed.

» Special Olympics

* Behavioral Management

St. Coletta’s provides ways for
students with developmental
challenges to discover their
strengths and achieve personal
success. Founded in 1947, St

Cole.ttas of Massachuseits offers * Physical & Occupational
a wide range of programs and Therapy
opportunities for children with « Speech Therapy

mild to severe developmental
disabilities. Twelve-month res-
idential and day programs for
ages 6-22.

* Music, Art & Computers
« Prader-Willi Program

Cardinal Cushing School &
Training Center
400 Washington Street
Hanover, MA 02339
Jean Strathie, Ed.D., 781-826-6371

Braintree St. Coletta Day School
85 Washington Street
Braintree, MA 02184

Patricia Larson, 781-848-6250

L)
St. Coletta’s
OF MASSACHUSETTS
Web Site: www.coletta.org
Sponsored by: The Sisters of St. Francis of Assist of Milwaukee, WI
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Accommodations
Fact Sheet

igher expectations
for students with dis-

This article is excerpted from the PEER Fact Sheet on Accommodations and adapted to
reflect current Massachusetts practice. The original publication was approved and funded
by the U.S. Department of Education, Olffice of Special Education Programs.

abilities have led to
greater attention being paid to the
accommodations students need to have full
and equal access to educational opportunities
in instruction and testing. The Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act Amendments
of 1997 (IDEA) reflect and reinforce these
higher expectations. IDEA states that the
education of students with disabilities can be
made more effective by having high expec-
tations for such children and ensuring their
access to the general curriculum to the maxi-
mum extent possible. The law requires
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
Teams to develop concrete strategies for
linking IEPs to the general curriculum.

IDEA recognizes the importance of
assessment for improving educational
results for students with disabili-

ties. Therefore, IDEA also

now requires that all stu-
dents with disabilities
participate in state

and districtwide
assessment pro-

grams. IEP Teams

must address iow
students will

participate in large-
scale assessments.

Students with disabilities

have the right to needed
accommodations during testing. When
used during testing, an accommodation
generally does not change the test content
or difficulty. Rather, an accommodation
allows students to demonstrate what they
know by reducing the interference of the
disability. I[EPs must include a statement
of the accommodations necessary for a
student with a disability to participate in
assessments.

Test accommodations must be based on a
student’s individual needs. Under IDEA,

the IEP Team has the authority to decide
which, if any, accommodations are appro-
priate for a child. IDEA requires IEP Teams
to consider the full range of accommoda-
tions, including those utilized in classroom
instruction. Use of some types of accom-
modations may initially be controversial,
especially when the accommodation is
closely related to the skill being assessed
(for example, reading a reading test). Yet it
is essential to allow consideration of all
types of accommodations to comply with
federal law and to protect against discrimi-
nation in test administration.

Considering all types of accommodations
becomes even more critical for high-stakes
tests, such as the Massachusetts MCAS
tests. Nevertheless, Massachusetts
DOE has developed a list of
“allowable”! and “not permis-
sible” accommodations. The
following categories of
allowable accommoda-
tions and examples are
excerpted from this list:

Timing or scheduling —
Administering the test in
short periods, at particular
times of the day, giving
frequent breaks.

Setting — Administering the test in a
small group, in a separate room, individu-
ally, with noise buffers, with the student
facing the administrator.

Presentation — Administering the test
using magnifying or amplifying equip-

gLt L L L)

ment, large print, Braille, or American
Sign Language; verbally clarifying gener-
al instructions; reading parts of the test.

Response — Answering questions by
dictating to a scribe, recording answers
using a template or a tape recorder (to be
transcribed by a school official) or assis-
tive technology, a test administrator
checking to ensure that the student is
placing responses in the appropriate
places.

“Not Permissible” Accommodations

Massachusetts has declared these accom-
modations “not permissible:” scribing

the English Language Arts (ELA)
Composition test; reading or signing

any portion of the ELA Language and
Literature (Reading) test; using a calculator
during any grade 4 Math test session or
any non-calculator session of the grades 8
or 10 Math tests; and administering MCAS
tests for a grade level that is not matched
to the student’s chronological age.

continued on page 10 o

1. The document (Appendix A) explains that the list is not exhaustive and that schools may consider
other accommodations. It is included in “The Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System:
Requirements for the Participation of Students with Disabilities.” For a copy, call DOE at 781-388-
3300 of the Federation, or access the DOE website, www.doe.mass.edu.
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xpectativas mas altas
para los alumnos con
discapacidad han

Este articulo esta basado en el PEER Fact Sheet sobre Acomodaciones y adaptado para reflejar la
practica actual en Massachusetts. La publicacion original fue aprobada y financiada por el
Departamento de Educacion de los Estados Unidos, Oficina de Programas de Educacion Especial.

resultado en que se les estd dando
mayor atencion a las acomoda-
ciones que los alumnos necesitan para asegu-
rar su aceso total e igual a las oportunidades
educacionales en instruccion y pruebas. Las
Enmiendas del Acta para Individuos con
Discapacidad de 1997 (IDEA) refleja y
refuerza estas expectativas altas. IDEA
declara que la educacion de los alumnos con
discapacidad puede ser mas efectiva al tener
expectativas altas para estos nifios y asegurar
su aceso al curriculo general a la méaxima
extension posible. La ley requiere que los
equipos del Programa Educativo Individual
(IEP) desarrollen estrategias concretas para
unir los IEP con el curriculo general.

IDEA reconoce la importancia de la evalu-
acién como una manera de mejorar los resul-
tados educacionales para los alum-

nos con discapacidad. Por eso,

IDEA también ahora
requiere que todos los
alumnos con discapaci-
dad participen en pro-
gramas de evaluacion
del estado o distrito.
Los equipos del IEP
ahora tienen que abor-
dar como los alumnos
participaran en evalua-
ciones a gran escala.

Alumnos con discapacidad tienen

el derecho de recibir acomodaciones durante
la prueba. En general, cuando se usa la aco-
modacion durante la prueba, el contenido o
la dificultad de la prueba no cambia. Al
contrario, la acomodacion permite que los
alumnos demuestren lo que ellos saben
porque la acomodacion reduce la interferen-
cia de la discapacidad. Los IEP tienen que
incluir una declaracion de modificaciones
individuales y acomodaciones necesarias
para que los alumnos con discapacidad
participen en evaluaciones.

N

Las acomodaciones de pruebas tienen que
estar basadas en las necesidades individuales
del alumno. Bajo IDEA, el equipo del IEP
tiene la autoridad para decidir cuales, si algu-
nas, acomodaciones son apropiadas para un
nifio. IDEA requiere que los equipos del IEP
consideren la extension total de acomoda-
ciones, incluyendo las que se utilizan en las
instrucciones de la sala de clase. El uso de
algunos tipos de acomodaciones puede ini-
cialmente ser controversial, especialmente
cuando la acomodacion esté relacionada con
la destreza que se quiere evaluar (por ejemp-
lo, el leer una prueba de lectura). Pero es
esencial permitir consideraciones de todos
los tipos de acomodaciones para proteger
contra la discriminacion en la adminis-
tracion de pruebas.

Considerando todos los tipos de
acomodaciones se hace mas
critico para las pruebas de
intereses altos como las
pruebas de MCAS de
Massachusetts. Sin embargo,
El Departamento de
Educacion de Massachusetts
ha desarrollado una lista de
acomodaciones “aceptables”™ y
“no aceptables.” Las siguientes cat-
egorias de acomodaciones aceptables
y ejemplos fueron tomadas de esa lista:

Presentacidn — Administrar la prueba
usando equipos de amplificacion y aumenta-
tivos de comunicacion, imprenta grande,
Braille, o lenguaje Americano por sefas;
clarificando las instrucciones generales ver-
balmente, leyendo partes de la prueba.

Respuesta — Dictando respuestas a una per-
sona que las escriba, grabando respuestas usan-
do un patrén o una grabadora (para ser tran-
scritas por un oficial de la escuela) o asistencia
tecnoldgica, un administrador de la prueba
inspecciona para asegurar que el alumno esta
respondiendo en los espacios apropiados.

Tiempo o Programacion —
Administrar la prueba en sesiones cortas, a
horas particulares del dia, dando descansos
frecuentes.

Sitio — Administrar la prueba en un grupo
pequefio, en un salon separado, individual-
mente, con aparato para que no se filtren ruidos
ajenos, con el alumno de cara al administrador.

Acomodaciones “No Aceptables”

Massachusetts ha declarado que estas aco-
modaciones “no son aceptables:” escribi-
ente para la prueba de composicion de las
Artes del Lenguaje del Ingles (ELA); leer
o hacer sefias en cualquier parte de la
prueba de ELA Lenguaje y Literatura

continued on page 10 o

1. El documento (Apéndice A) explica que la lista no es exhaustiva y que las escuelas pueden considerar otras
acomodaciones. Esta incluido en “Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System: Requirements for the

”

Participacion of Students with Disabilities.” (“‘Sistema de Evaluacion Comprensivo de Massachusetts: Requisitos
para la Participacion de Alumnos con Discapacidades.”) Para obtener una copia, llame a DOE al 781-388-3300
o0 a la Federacion, o conéctese al website de DOE, www.doe.mass.edu.
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Adaptacoes

Pagina Informativa

Itas expectativas
para os alunos
deficientes insti-

Este artigo é extraido da Pagina Informativa PEER e adaptado para refletir a pratica atual em
Massachusetts. A publicagdo original foi aprovada e financiada pelo Departamento de Educagdo
dos E.U.A., Escritorio de Programas de Educacdo Especial (U.S. Department of Education,
Office of Special Education Programs).

garam a que maior aten¢ao

fosse dada as adaptagdes que os alunos
necessitam para ter igual e total acesso as
oportunidades educacionais concernentes

a sua instrugdo e verifica¢oes. As emendas
da Lei Educacional para Individuos com
Deficiéncias de 1997 (IDEA) refletem e
reforcam estas altas expectativas. A IDEA
estabelece que a educagdo dos alunos com
deficiéncias pode ser mais efetiva quando
tivermos expectativas mais altas para tais
criangas, assegurando o maximo possivel o
seu acesso ao curriculo em geral. A lei
requer equipes, o Team, do Plano de
Educacido Individualizado (IEP) para
desenvolver estratégias completas que inte-
grem os [EPs ao curriculo geral.

A IDEA reconhece a importancia da emen-
da como uma forma de melhorar os resul-
tados educacionais para os
alunos deficientes. Porisso a
IDEA também requer
que todos os alunos
com deficiéncias par-
ticipem de programas
de avaliag¢Oes estadu-
ais e distritais. As
equipes dos IEPs
devem incluir infor-
magdes sobre como 0s
alunos participardo de
avaliagOes em larga
escala.

Os alunos deficientes tém o direito de
receber adaptagdes especiais durante os
testes. Quando essas sdo usadas durante as
provas, elas geralmente ndo mudam o seu
contudo ou a sua dificuldade. A adaptacao
mais propriamente permite que os alunos
demonstrem o que eles sabem, reduzindo a
intervencdo das suas deficiéncias. Os IEPs
devem incluir um documento de modifi-
cagdes necessarias para que um aluno com
deficiéncias participe das avaliagdes.

Os testes de adaptagdes devem ser baseados
nas necessidades individuais de cada aluno.
De acordo com a IDEA, a equipe do IEP tem
a autoridade de decidir qual adaptacao sera
apropriada para cada crianga. A IDEA requer
que as equipes do IEP (Plano de Educagao
Individualizado) considerem a total area de
abrangéncia das adaptagdes. O uso de alguns
tipos destas pode ser inicialmente controver-
tido, especialmente quando a adaptagao rela-
ciona-se intimamente com a habilidade de ser
avaliado (por exemplo, ler num teste de leitu-
ra). No entanto ¢ essencial admitir o motivo
de todos os tipos de adaptagdes para cumprir
com a lei federal e proteger contra a discrimi-
nacdo na aplicagdo do teste.

Considerar todos os tipos de adaptacgdo torna-
se realmente mais dificil em testes de alto
nivel, tais como os testes MCAS de
Massachusetts. No entanto,
a organizacdo DOE de
Massachusetts desenvolveu
uma lista de adaptacoes
“permissiveis”! e “ndo per-
missiveis.” As seguintes
categorias de adaptacdes e
exemplos permissiveis s30
extraidos desta lista:

Tempo previsto ou
horario — Aplicar o teste em
periodos curtos, em horarios especifi-
cos do dia, com interrupgdes freqiientes.

Lugar — Aplicar o teste num grupo
pequeno, numa sala separada, individual-
mente, com a acustica inviabilizando certos
ruidos, com o aluno frente ao que aplica

o teste.

Apresentacdo — Aplicar o teste, utilizando
equipamento de aumento e de amplificacgo,
edigdes de letra grande, Braille, ou
Linguagem Americana de Sinais; verbal-
mente clarificando instrugdes em geral; lendo
partes do teste.

Respostas — Responder a perguntas ditan-
do-as a um escriba, gravando respostas, usan-
do um gabarito ou gravador (a ser transcrito
por um funcionério escolar) ou utilizando-se
de uma tecnologia auxiliar, um administrador
do teste assegurando-se de que o aluno esta
colocando as respostas nos lugares certos.

Adaptagdes “nao permissiveis”

O estado de Massachusetts estabeleceu estas
adaptagdes como “ndo permissiveis”: ter um
copista responsavel pelo teste de composigio
na lingua inglesa (ELA), ler ou usar sinais
em qualquer parte do teste de leitura de
lingua e literatura (ELA), usar uma
maquina de calcular em qualquer sessdo de
teste em nivel de Quarta Série Elementar

continued on page 10 o

1. O documento (Anexo A) explica que a lista ndo estd completa e que as escolas podem contemplar outras
adaptagdes. Esta incluido no “Amplo Sistema de Avaliagdes de Massachusetts: Requerimentos para a
Participagdo de Alunos com Deficiéncias.” Para receber uma copia, telefone para DOE: 781-388-3300, para a
Federag@o ou contate com a rede de comunicagio (website) da organizagdo DOE, www.doe.mass.edu.
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Fact Sheet, continued

The state, therefore, forbids any student

from having the English test read aloud,

no matter what the disability. It also bars
students from using sign language or
dictating their English composition to a
scribe. Advocates argue that these limitations
take decisions about the use of accommoda-
tions away from IEP Teams. In December, the
Boston Globe reported that students had failed
the MCAS because they were not allowed to
use certain aids, such as scribes, readers, and

NewslLine

special computers. In January, the Globe
reported that the Attorney General was
investigating.

Until this issue is resolved, it is recommended
that IEP Teams consider the full range of
accommodations according to individual stu-
dents’ needs. If the IEP Team recommends an
accommodation that is “not permissible,”
(such as a reader for the ELA assessment for a
student who is blind and does not use Braille),
the IEP Team should still include a statement
that the Team recommends a reader for ELA.

(For more on accommodations, please see
Executive Director’s article, p. 3)

Acomodaciones

Fact Sheet, continued

(Leyendo); usar calculadora durante cualquier
sesion de prueba de matematica de 4to grado o
cualquier seccion de prueba de matematica sin
calculadora de los grados 8 o 10; y administrar
pruebas de MCAS a un nivel de grado que no se
ajusta a la edad cronoldgica del alumno.

Por lo tanto, el estado, prohibe que se lea en voz
alta la prueba de inglés a cualquier alumno, sin
importar la discapacidad. También previene a los
alumnos de usar lenguaje por sefias o dictar su
composicion de inglés a un escriba. Los defen-
sores discuten que estas limitaciones alejan a los
Equipos del IEP de tomar decisiones acerca del
uso de acomodaciones. En diciembre, el Boston

Globe report6 que los alumnos habian fracasad el
MCAS porque no se les permiti6 usar ciertas
ayudas, como escribas, lectores, y computadoras
especiales. En enero, el Globe reportd que el
Abogado General estaba investigando.

Hasta que este tema se resuelva, se recomienda
que los Equipos del IEP consideren la extension
total de acomodaciones de acuerdo a las necesi-
dades individuales del alumno. Si el Equipo del
IEP recomienda una acomodacion que “no es
aceptable,” (como un lector para la evaluacion de
ELA para un alumno que es ciego y no usa
Braille), el Equipo del IEP debe incluir una
declaracion de que el Equipo recomienda un lec-
tor para el ELA.

(Para mas acomodaciones, por favor vea el
articulo del Director Ejecutivo en la pagina 3)

Adaptagoes
Pagina Informativa, continued

ou qualquer sessdo que ndo exija calculos
nos testes de matematica da Oitava Série
Elementar a Segunda Série do Segundo Grau
(Décima Série nos E.U.A.); e aplicar testes
MCAS para um nivel escolar que ndo com-
bine com a idade cronolodgica do aluno.

O estado, portanto, proibe que o teste de
inglés seja lido em voz alta para qualquer
aluno, independente da sua deficiéncia.
Também exclui que os alunos usem a lin-
guagem de sinais ou ditem a sua composi¢ao
em inglés a um copista. Os defensores deste
posicionamento argumentam que estas limi-
tagdes nao estdo inseridas nas necessidades
de adaptagoes das Equipes IEP (Plano de
Educacao Individualizado). Em dezembro, o

Boston Globe denunciou que alunos néo
puderam passar nos exames de MCAS porque
ndo puderam usar certos métodos auxiliares,
como escribas, leitores e computadores
especiais. Em janeiro, o Globe comunicou
que o Procurador Geral da Justica estava
investigando o assunto.

Até que ele seja resolvido, recomenda-se que
as equipes do IEP considerem toda a extensdo
das adaptacdes de acordo com as necessidades
individuais dos alunos. Se a equipe do IEP
sugere uma adaptacdo que “ndo seja permis-
sivel” ( tal como um leitor para avaliagdes
para um aluno que seja cego e ndo use o
Braille), a equipe do IEP ainda deve incluir
um depoimento que a Equipe recomenda um
leitor para ELA.

(Para ter mais informacdes sobre adap-
tacdes, por favor veja o artigo do Diretor
Executivo, p. 3)
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from Family Voices
at the Federation for Children with Special Needs

Family Voices Updates

* Family Survey

Update on “Your Voice Counts!” All the
responses have been analyzed and reports will
soon be available on the information gathered
from over 3,000 families around the country
who have told us about their health care experi-
ences for their children with special health care
needs. Massachusetts’ families are among the
families from 20 states who were asked to
respond to this survey. Key findings from the
national data and their implications for federal
policy were featured in a Congressional
Briefing held on February 7, 2000, on Capitol
Hill, Washington D.C.

Watch the Family Voices website, linked to the
Federation for Children with Special Needs
website, www.fcsn.org, for more information
on the specific reports and their availability.

There are two new national efforts currently
under way to collect information from families
of children with special needs regarding their
children's health experiences. One, a project of
the federal Maternal and Child Health Bureau,
will be a national telephone survey of families
of children with special needs in every state,
with data release planned for early 2002.
Another initiative is to include questions about

Become a Member!

The Federation would like to take

this opportunity to thank all of our
members for their invaluable support.
Not only does your membership make
a difference to us and all the families
we serve, it gives you:

* A Stronger Federation

¢ Access to current information

* Networking opportunities with
other parents

* Quarterly issues of NewsLine.

* A 10% discount on all

Federation publications,
conferences, and workshops.

children with special health care needs of all
health insurance plans when quality informa-
tion is collected for HEDIS. (This is a quality
measurements system that many health plans
participate in.) Family Voices staff are partici-
pating in the planning of both efforts!

For additional information on the Family
Survey, contact Nora Wells at 617-236-7210
ext. 123.

FAMILYVOICES

is a national grassroots organization of
families and friends speaking on behalf
of children with special health care
needs. The Federation is one of the
founding members of Family Voices and
conducts Family Voices projects from the
Federation office in Boston.

National Council on
Disability reports widespread
noncompliance with IDEA
nationally.

See www.fcsn.org for details.

** * JOIN THE FEDERATION TODAY * * *

I want to join the Federation for Children with Special Needs.

Enclosed are my membership dues. Please send me the

one-year subscription to NewsLine, and other member benefits.

Please enroll me in the following Federation membership(s):

11

Leadership Education in
Neurodevelopmental &
Related Disabilities
Postgraduate Fellowships
Available

The Shriver Center University Affiliated
Program and Floating Hospital Alliance in
association with Suffolk University,
Department of Public Management announce
a Fellowship program. This program is
funded by the US Department of Health and
Human Services, Maternal and Child Health
Bureau. It is intended to train professionals
with interdisiplinary skills in the field of devel-
opmental disabilities, in the leadership skills
needed to improve the lives of children and
adolescents with neurodevelopmental and
related disabilities and their families.

The Fellowship begins in September 2000
and will require a commitment of one and
one half days on site per week over a 10
month period. Stipends or financial assis-
tance will be available.

A Master’s Degree in Health Administration is
available through the Department of Public
Management at Suffolk University for appli-
cants who are interested in this program.
Applicants who are interested in pursuing the
Master’s Degree will be given preference.

The deadline for applications to this program
is April 1, 2000.

For additional information or application
contact: LEND Program, Shriver Center
University Affiliated Program, 200 Trapelo
Road, Waltham, MA 02452
781-642-0045, Fax 781-642-0238

Please make checks payable to:
Federation for Children with Special Needs, 1135
Tremont Street, Boston, MA 02120. Thank you!

President’s Club 0 $1,000 Donor 0 $100 I can’t join now, but here is my
Patron 0 $500 Professional 0 $50 gift of: $

Sponsor 0 $250 Family/Individual O $30

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP Email:

Enclosed is my check for $ Please charge $ OMC ovs

Card # exp. date

Signature

All contributions in excess of $4.00 are fully tax deductible.
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Highlighting information of interest to parents of children under five and
their professional partners, particularly Early Intervention service
providers. Sponsored by the Federation’s Early Intervention Training Genter.

New Leadership at Early Intervention Training Genter

With the new year, the Early Intervention
Training Center at the Federation welcomes
new faces to its team. Ruth-Ann Rasbold
and Peggie O'Hare have joined the Early
Intervention Training Center as Director and
Associate Director, respectively.

Ruth-Ann comes to the Training Center with
vast experience from many perspectives.
Originally trained as a special education
teacher for early childhood programs, she has
worked as a teacher, a teacher trainer, and a
program coordinator. She has been active in
local, state, and federal policy on disability
issues, especially special education and early
intervention, over the past 25 years. Her own
experience as a parent when her two children
were in early intervention has contributed
most to her understanding of young children
and their families and the early intervention
system.

Peggie has worked in a range of settings
including diagnostic medical centers, preschool
programs, early intervention, and public
schools. She has been primarily involved in
direct service administration and adult educa-
tion. Peggie has run several federal projects
that focused on training for support people
working with children with special needs.
Most recently she was the director of Child
Care 2000 at the Massachusetts Office of Child
Care Services (OCCS).

The Training Center is offering 24 workshops
this spring, as well as on-going mentorships
and certification. “In addition,” Rasbold
added, “we are conducting a review of the
activities of the Training Center and of the
training and technical assistance needs

of the early intervention community in
Massachusetts. We are looking forward to
examining and revitalizing our work.”

O’Hare added, “It’s an exciting time to be at the
Federation’s Early Intervention Training Center
as we build on the experience of the past two
and half years to serve all of our constituents:
early intervention personnel, parents, and other
folks who work with infants and toddlers and
their families in their natural environments.”

The mission of the Early Intervention Training
Center is to enhance the quality of services and
supports provided to families of infants and tod-
dlers with a wide range of developmental needs
by offering professional development to early
intervention personnel, families, and other early
childhood personnel in community programs.

Ruth-Ann and Peggie join Joan Brinckerhoff,
the early intervention certification specialist, and
Janet Price, the mentorship coordinator, at the
Training Center. The Training Center is one of
five early childhood programs at the Federation.

Early Intervention Training Genter Spring Training Schedule

DATE WORKSHOP LOCATION DATE WORKSHOP LOCATION
2/2/00 Turning 3 Billerica 3/29/00 Home Visiting: Creating Worcester
. Therapeutic Relationships
2/3/00 Welcome to Early Intervention Boston
) o . 4/4/00 Welcome to Early Intervention Springfield
2/10/00 Service Coordination Springfield
4/6/00 Welcome Back to EI Boston
2/15/00 Welcome Back to EI Boston
21171 ki h Famili 4/13/00 Gathering Information to Springfield
7/00 Working with Families Worcester Individualize IFSPs
2/23/00 Play: Foundation f or Worcester 4/25/00 Service Coordination Boston
Infant/Toddler Curriculum
) ) 5/3/00 Welcome to Early Intervention Worcester
2/28/00 Young Children with Boston
Hearing [mpa[rments 5/8/00 Young Children with Sprlngﬁeld
. Hearing Impairments
3/3/00 Welcome to Early Intervention Worcester
10/ Tormi 5/18/00 The IFSP Process: Worcester
3/10/00 urning 3 Worcester Nuts & Bolts
3/14/00 The IFSP Process: Nuts & Bolts ~ Boston 5/24/00 Play: Foundation for Boston
3/17/00 An Interdisciplinary Approach Dedham Infant/Toddler Curriculum
lo Woﬂcmg Wlth Pgrents with 6/1/00 Welcome to Early Intervention Boston
Cognitive Limitations and
their Children 6/7/00 Welcome Back to EI Springfield
3/21 & 3/22  Participation: Boston 6/14/00 Service Coordination Worcester
Group Facilitation Methods
The workshops above are available to staff and families involved in Early Intervention and to other early childhood personnel.
For more information contact Brad Arndt at 617-236-7210, Ext. 154 or barndt@fcsn.org
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Upcoming Federation Workshops

For more information about any workshops, please call the Federation at 800-331-0688.
Call to find out about Basic Rights workshops in Portuguese.
Ligue para informacio sobre aulas iniciando em Portugués.
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FEBRUARY 2000

2/16, Bedford, 7:30 — 9:30 pm: /EP

2/19, Boston, 10:00 am — 12:00 pm: /EP
2/28, Greenfield, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: Transition

MARCH 2000
3/1, Taunton, (snow date 3/8), 7:00 — 9:00 pm: /EP
3/6, Stoneham, 7:00 —9:00 pm: Basic
3/8, Medway, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: Basic
3/9, West Boylston, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: /EP
3/15, Newton, 7:30 — 9:30 pm: Basic
3/15, Topsfield, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: [EP
3/20, Milton, 7:30 — 9:30 pm:
Effective Communication
3/27, Dover, 7:30 — 9:30 pm: /IEP
3/27, Framingham, 7:30 — 9:00 pm: Transition
3/28, Stoughton, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: /[EP
3/29, Longmeadow, 7:00 - 9:00 pm: Basic

APRIL 2000

4/3, Hyannis, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: Transition
4/4, Hyannis, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: Basic

4/5, Holden, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: Transition
4/6, Holyoke, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: /IEP

4/10, Sudbury, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: /IEP

4/11, Westminster, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: Basic
4/11, Bellingham, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: /[EP
4/11, Boston, 10:00 am — 12:00 pm: Basic
4/25, Northampton, Transition

MAY 2000
5/2, Groton, 7:00 — 9:00 pm: /EP

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS

Basic:

Covers basic information about Chapter 766 and
other state and federal special education laws to
assist parents in the planning, decision-making,
and monitoring of their child’s IEP. (Materials
available in Spanish.)

Effective Communication:
Offers conflict resolution and communication
skill-building for parents as members of the Team.

IEP:

An in-depth look at the Team process of [EP
development, with a focus on standards based
education for all students.

Transition:

Provides basic information on state and federal
laws which require that IEPs address goals in such
areas as competitive employment, independent
living, and full integration into community life that
will help prepare students for adult life.

Western Mass Federation Office
New Staff, New Office, New Start

After several months of searching, the
Federation is pleased to announce that Julie
Sinclair has accepted the position of Director of
the Western Massachusetts office. Previous
director, Mary Quigley, resigned last summer to
be able to spend more time attending to her son’s
special needs. Julie, a parent of a child with
Down syndrome, comes to us from the
Northampton office of the Massachusetts
Department of Mental Retardation, where she
served as the Children’s Services Coordinator. In
addition, Julie has a 20-year background in special
education as well as human services management.

Julie will assume responsibility for the Parent
Training and Information Center for Western
Mass as well as serve as coordinator of the

Western Massachusetts Transition Project.

We are also pleased to announce that the
Western Mass Federation office will be moving
from its present location at Abilities Unlimited in
Westfield to the Northampton office of the
Association for Community Living. To better
collaborate with family activities in the region,
we will share space with ACL’s Family
Empowerment program. The Federation is
deeply appreciative of David Scanlon and
Abilities Unlimited for their hospitality of many
years. A specific moving date has not yet been
determined but will be in the near future.

In the meantime, parents can still reach the
Federation at 413-562-2915 or, toll free at
800-331-0688.
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& e, | PEER
INFO BRIEFS

Each Info Brief is $3.00.
Price includes shipping
& handling.

Every Single Student

Every Single Student: A PEER Resource Manual on
Standards-Based Education and Students with
Disabilities covers a broad range of topics relevant to
the education of students with disabilites in today’s
schools. The Manual includes 13 sections comprised of
PEER Information Briefs and PEER Fact Sheets (which
are also available separately — see the list at right).
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= Raising Standards of Learning: Standards-

A PEER Resource Manual . .
. on Standards-Based With national attention now focused on improving edu- Ba_lsed_ E_d_ucatlon and Students with
Education and Students cation for all students, this Manual provides practical Disabilities
with Disabilities information to help parents, teachers, and advocates - Curriculum and Instruction: Key Strategies
understand standards-based education reform and ensure to Promote Equity and Excellence
that students with disabilities benefit from education
reform efforts. = Accommodations: Examples from State
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Assessment Policies

Every Single Student has been reviewed and approved
by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special
Education Programs, to ensure accuracy and consistency
with IDEA-97, the federal special education law. = Statewide Assessment: Policy Issues,
Questions, and Strategies

= Assessment: A Key Component of
Education Reform

1135 Tremout Siresl, Suite 420, Bastan, Nassachusons 02128
617-236-1210 [volca/TIY] + Fax-BTI-512-2088
Tesulnin@icsaar - wiwlcsn.or

The Federatien for Children witk Special Needs @

« Education Reform and Students with
Disabilities: The Legal Basis

A” Klds Count = Opportunity to Learn and Education

All Kids Count offers parents, parent leaders, Reform: Ensuring Access to Effective
professionals, and other interested parties Education for All Students

guidelines for participating in discussions
about policies and practices related to inclusion
of students with disabilities in large-scale
assessments. <« IDEA 1997: Improving the Education of

Students with Disabilities in an Era of
|
100 pages. 1998. Now $15! E ti Refor

= Section 504, the Americans with Disabilties
Act, and Education Reform

= Title I: Tools for Ensuring Quality
Educational Opportunities

Inherently Equal

An Inclusion Action Guide for Families
and Educators

Inherently Equal is designed to be a practical resource
for people advocating for and working to support Parent Participation: Crucial to
the successful inclusion of students with disabilities Education Reform

in general education.

31 pages. 1997. $15.00

Transition in an Era of Education Reform

Positive Behavior Supports and Functional
Assessment of Behavior

Site Visits: Seeing Schools in Action

The The Parent Manual El El Manual de Padres

Bty The Parent Manual outlines parents’ and T El Manual de Padres explica sobre los derechos

Parent children’s rights in special education as Manual de los. padres y.de los nifios en educacion
77777 s guaranteed by Chapter 766, the Massachusetts PU especial gz.i?antlzadc.)s por el Capitulo 766, 1a ley
Manual special education law, and the Individuals de Padres de educacion especial de Massachusetts, y La

i with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the AT Educacion para Individuos con ITrrlpedimentos

@ federal special education law. @ (IDEA), la ley federal de educacion.
: 75 pages. 1996. $25.00 ‘ 100 pages. 1996. $25.00

To order any of the above items, see order form on next page
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Forging Into Our Future (JRSSIN

8:00 a.m. to }
A Conference for Families of Children with Special

4:15 p.m.

Needs and the Professionals Who Serve Them BW;”'O' Llfade Cﬁ“tef&
.. . . oston, Massachusetts
Traveling into the New Millennium
WE ARE PLEASED TO BRING YOU PL\_\E\‘. KEYNOTE ADDRESS:
THE FOLLOWING: o '
= 30 WORKSHOPS about HOT topics — “Gaining Control of
Behavior, transition, MCAS, education reform, . 124
Massachusetts” new IEP, sexuality, single parenting — the Rlp cord s
just to name a few; presented by: Dan Wilkins
= Workshops available in English, Spanish, & Portuguese — Founder & Owner, The Nth Degree

Some workshops will be presented in Spanish and
Portuguese, while interpreters will be available for

English workshops by request, with advance notice; CONFERENCE INFORMATION
= Parent to parent support — Registration Fee is $40 per person (10% discount for Federation
Meet new families and greet familiar faces; members.) Limited scholarships are available.

« Abirthday celebration — Translation is available with advance notice.

Join us in celebrating Chapter 766’s birthday; and
. . Transportation is available from South Station to the World Trade Center.
RESOURCES, RESOURCES, RESOURCES Wheelchair accessible transportation is available with advance notice.

Child Care is available for children ages 4 to 12 on a limited basis.

There will be vendors, exhibitors, and parent
Organizations dlsplay1ng materials for Viewing, Professional DeVeIOpment Points (PDPS) are available. Applications can be

for sale, and for FREE. filled out the day of the conference.

To request a conference registration form, please call the Federation at 800-331-0688.

For further details on the conference, please call 800-331-0688, ext. 198 or visit www.fcsn.org

The Federation for Children with Special Needs, the Parent Professional Advocacy League (PAL), Family TIES of Massachusetts,
and Massachusetts Families Organizing for Change invite you to our annual statewide conference for parents and professionals who work
to enhance educational, mental health, health, and family support services for children with disabilities.

Federation Publications Order Form order by phone (800) 331-0688

Item Quantity Price Total

please attach another sheet if you need more room Totals

name

address

Prices include shipping. Checks to:

) Federation for Children with Special
enclosed is my check for $ Needs, 1135 Tremont Street, Ste. 420
please charge $ O mastercard 0 visa Boston, MA 02120

card # exp. date Orders must be pre-paid. Thank you!
Signature

city, state, zip
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Federation for Children

1974 2000

25 years of
Parents Helping Parents

SAVE THE DATE!

FEDERATION FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

25th ANNIVERSARY GALA

Date: Friday, May 12, 2000

Place: Royal Sonesta Hotel Cambridge

Time: 6:00PM - 7:00 PM Reception
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Dinner

* The Federation for Children with Special Needs
25th year Celebration honoring Senator Edward Kennedy

* Reception in the Skyline Room overlooking the Charles River
» Silent Auction and Elegant Dinner

* Professor Gunnar Dybwad, Honorary Chairperson

Celebrating 25 Years of Parents Helping Parents!




